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The Leathermans Handbook
Are scientists--who by definition are supposed to be objective and clinical in their
theories--actually assuming common cultural prejudices and moral standards when it
comes to their research on homosexuality? Some of the best minds in sexual liberation
take a hard look at how homosexuality is still defined and viewed by established
schools of thought and propose fascinating and often controversial ideas on the true
nature of the gay personality and identity. This challenging book explores how gay
people can “label” themselves or avoid the gay label entirely while still being
homosexual, as well as how others label gay people.
A special twenty-fifth anniversary edition of this ground-breaking guide to the gay
leather underground.
“If I know my own heart, I can truly say, that I have not a selfish wish in placing myself
under the patronage of the [American Colonization] Society; usefulness in my day and
generation, is what I principally court.” “Sensible then, as all are of the disadvantages
under which we at present labour, can any consider it a mark of folly, for us to cast our
eyes upon some other portion of the globe where all these inconveniences are removed
where the Man of Colour freed from the fetters and prejudice, and degradation, under
which he labours in this land, may walk forth in all the majesty of his creation—a new
born creature—a Free Man!” —John Brown Russwurm, 1829. John Brown Russwurm
Page 1/18

Read Online The Leathermans Handbook
(1799-1851) is almost completely missing from the annals of the Pan-African
movement, despite the pioneering role he played as an educator, abolitionist, editor,
government official, emigrationist and colonizationist. Russwurm’s life is one of “firsts”:
first African American graduate of Maine's Bowdoin College; co-founder of Freedom’s
Journal, America’s first newspaper to be owned, operated, and edited by African
Americans; and, following his emigration to Africa, first black governor of the Maryland
section of Liberia. Despite his accomplishments, Russwurm struggled internally with the
perennial Pan-Africanist dilemma of whether to go to Africa or stay and fight in the
United States, and his ordeal was the first of its kind to be experienced and resolved
before the public eye. With this slim, accessible biography of Russwurm, Winston
James makes a major contribution to the history of black uplift and protest in the Early
American Republic and the larger Pan-African world. James supplements the biography
with a carefully edited and annotated selection of Russwurm’s writings, which vividly
demonstrate the trajectory of his political thinking and contribution to Pan-Africanist
thought and highlight the challenges confronting the peoples of the African Diaspora.
Though enormously rich and powerfully analytical, Russwurm’s writings have never
been previously anthologized. The Struggles of John Brown Russwurm is a unique and
unparalleled reflection on the Early American Republic, the African Diaspora and the
wider history of the times. An unblinking observer of and commentator on the condition
of African Americans as well as a courageous fighter against white supremacy and for
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black emancipation, Russwurm’s life and writings provide a distinct and articulate voice
on race that is as relevant to the present as it was to his own lifetime.
When confronted by the concerns of human sexual function or dys function, American
medicine finds itself well impaled on the horns of a dilemma. Currently it is acceptable
medical practice to treat sexual dysfunctions, disorders, or dissatisfactions that arise
from psy chogenic etiologies, endocrine imbalances, neurologic defects or are side
effects of necessary medication regimes. In addition, implanta tion of penile prostheses
in cases of organic impotence is an increas ingly popular surgical procedure. These
clinical approaches to sexual inadequacies, accepted by medicine since 1970,
represent one horn of the dilemma. The opposite horn pictures the medical profession
firmly backed into a corner by cultural influences. For example, when hospital
admissions occur, a significant portion of the routine medical history is the section on
system review. A few questions are asked about the cardio-respiratory, the genitourinary, and the gastro-intestinal sys tems. But in a preponderance of hospitals no
questions are permitted or, if raised, answers are not recorded about human sexual
functioning. Physicians tend to forget that they are victims of cultural imposition first and
of professional training a distant second.
Beginning in 1869, when the study of homosexuality can be said to have begun with the
establishment of sexology, this Encyclopedia offers accounts of the most important
international developments in an area that now occupies a critical place in many fields
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of academic endeavours. While gays and lesbians have shared many aspects of life,
their histories and cultures developed in profoundly different ways. To reflect this crucial
fact, the Encyclopedia has been prepared in two separate volumes assuring that both
histories receive full, unbiased attention and that a broad range of human experience is
covered. Written by some of the most famous names in the field, as well as new
researchers this is intended as a reference for students and scholars in all areas of
study, as well as the general public.
Feeling Queer or Queer Feelings? presents highly innovative and contemporary ideas
for counsellors, counselling and clinical psychologists and psychotherapists to consider
in their work with non-heterosexual clients. Ground-breaking ideas are presented by
new thinkers in the area for issues such as: coming out transgender desire theoretical
modalities in working with HIV the role of therapy in bondage and discipline, domination
and submission, and sadomasochism the use of queer theory in therapeutic research.
Feeling Queer or Queer Feelings? will challenge present ideas about sex, gender and
sexuality, and will prove to be invaluable for clinicians in this field.
Status, age and gender have long been accepted aspects of archaeological enquiry,
yet it is only recently that archaeologists have started seriously to consider the role of
sex and sexuality in their studies. Archaeologies of Sexuality is a timely and pioneering
work. It presents a strong, diverse body of scholarship which draws on locations as
varied as medieval England, the ancient Maya kingdoms, New Kingdom Egypt,
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prehistoric Europe, and convict-era Australia, demonstrating the challenges and
rewards of integrating the study of sex and sexuality within archaeology. This volume,
with contributions by many leading archaeologists, will serve both as an essential
introduction and a valuable reference tool for students and academics.
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This anthology presents a vivid collection of essays that explore the history,
strategies, philosophy, and diversity of bisexual politics and theory in the United
States. The 33 contributors develop a multifaceted approach to defining bisexual
politics. Through these voices, the book seeks to understand the contexts in
which the bisexual movement has evolved. The authors analyze different
organizing strategies, formulate new bisexual political theory, provide a vision of
future directions for redefining sexuality and gender, and educate activists and
allies about current issues pertinent to the bisexual community. This book is the
first of its kind. To date, it is the only book that documents and analyzes bisexual
politics and theory. While existing literature on bisexuality has focused on
identity, coming out, and forming communities, Bisexual Politics takes the vital
next step into bisexual political theory and activism. The many subjects and
subthemes addressed in Bisexual Politics appeal to a multitude of readers from
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activists to academics, from friends and family of bisexuals, to those who have
struggled with bisexuality. It is a sourcebook for those seeking to locate
bisexuality in the schema of other social justice movements. It is a tool to build
alliances with other progressive groups, and build coalitions with both lesbian/gay
and heterosexual communities. It is a primer for anyone interested in bisexual
activism and theory.
Examples, ideas and discussion for those who follow - or would like to follow - the
calling to live in a modern-day Master/Slave relationship. More than a general
book about rules, rituals, personal behaviour and etiquette, Rubel offers a
glimpse into the complex world of protocols set in the context of a Leather
Master/ Slave relationship.
This ground-breaking and eye-opening book examines the intersections of
religion and same-sex desire, from St. Augustine to Hinduism to contemporary
LGBT and queer culture. * Contributions from 28 distinguished North American
and international scholars and activists from a variety of religious traditions * A
comprehensive index of key ideas and concepts
In this debut novel from The Netherlands, there's no escape from a killer with a
sharp knife and an axe to grind. Jack Barillo is losing friendsQthe hard wayQas a
cunning madman named Lucifer savages the beautiful young men from Jack's
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past, eliminating them with a surgeon's touch, one by one.
Written by Derrida scholars, philosophers, and classicists, Derrida and Antiquity
analyses a dialogue with the ancient world in the work of one of the greatest
philosophers of the twentieth century. Through an analysis of Derrida's work it
explores the relationship between modern philosophy and Plato, the role ancient
concepts of democracy have played in modern political debates, and the place of
antiquity in contemporary discussions about Europe, as well as investigating the
influence that deconstruction has had on the study of classical literature, ancient
philosophy, and early religion. The volume is prefaced by a previously
untranslated essay by Derrida, 'We Other Greeks'.
Saluting The 50th Anniversary of ¿The Leatherman¿s Handbook.¿ His ¿Leather
Wife¿ Jeanne Barney, their West Hollywood Firing Squad, the French Quarter
Restaurant, the Shunning of Gay Erotic Fiction, a Drowning Boy, Deathbed
Emails, and the Lawsuit that Shocked Gay Publishing. Illustrated.
For a balanced discussion of the main social, medical, and philosophical aspects of
homosexuality, here is the ideal book. Written by philosophers of science, each
comprehensive chapter takes a critical look at research on the etiology of
homosexuality. Read Philosophy and Homosexuality and examine the evidence for
both the sociobiological and hormonal explanations of homosexuality and study the
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definitions of sexual orientation and how they have affected research.
Gay Ethics is an anthology that addresses ethical questions involving key moral issues
of today--sexual morality, outing, gay and lesbian marriages, military service, antidiscrimination laws, affirmative action policies, the moral significance of sexual
orientation research, and the legacy of homophobia in health care. It focuses on these
issues within the social context of the lives of gay men and lesbians and makes evident
the ways in which ethics can and should be reclaimed to pursue the moral good for gay
men and lesbians. Gay Ethics is a timely book that illustrates the inadequacies of
various moral arguments used in regard to homosexuality. This book reaches a new
awareness for the standing and treatment of gay men and lesbians in society by
moving beyond conventional philosophical analyses that focus exclusively on the
morality of specific kinds of sexual acts, the nature of perversion, or the cogency of
scientific accounts of the origins of homoeroticism. It raises pertinent questions about
the meaning of sexuality for private and public life, civics, and science. Some of the
issues covered: Sexual Morality Outing Same-Sex Marriage Military Service AntiDiscrimination Laws Affirmative Action Policy The Scientific Study of Sexual Orientation
Bias in Psychoanalysis Homophobia in Health Care Gay Ethics presents a wide range
of perspectives but remains united in the common purpose of illuminating moral
arguments and social policies as they involve homosexuality. The chapters challenge
social oppression in the military, civil rights, and the social conventions observed
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among gay men and lesbians themselves. This book is applicable to a broad range of
academics working in gay and lesbian studies and because of its current content, is of
interest to an educated lay public. It will be a standard reference point for future
discussion of the matters it addresses.
Challenging prevailing assumptions about gay history and society, Murray questions
conventional wisdom about the importance of World War II and the Stonewall riots for
conceiving and challenging the notion of a shared oppression. He reviews gay
complicity in the repathologizing of homosexuality during the early years of the AIDS
epidemic. Discussing recent demands for inclusion in the "straight" institutions of
marriage and the U.S. military, he concludes that these are new forms of resistance,
not attempts to assimilate. Finally, Murray examines racial and ethnic differences in selfrepresentation and identification.
Expanding upon his original now out-of-print work, “The leatherboy Handbook,” and
including even more of his own experiences in the leather community as well as some
of the best source material available, Vincent Andrews has created a wonderful
resource for anyone interested in the “leatherboy subculture” that many believe will
become the “companion” volume to Larry Townsend’s seminal work, The
Leatherman’s Handbook.
The past decade has seen homosexual scandals in the Catholic Church becoming ever
more visible, and the Vatican's directives on homosexuality becoming ever more
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forceful, begging the question Mark Jordan tries to answer here: how can the Catholic
Church be at once so homophobic and so homoerotic? His analysis is a keen and
readable study of the tangled relationship between male homosexuality and modern
Catholicism. "[Jordan] has offered glimpses, anecdotal stories, and scholarly
observations that are a whole greater than the sum of its parts. . . . If homosexuality is
the guest that refuses to leave the table, Jordan has at least shed light on why that is
and in the process made the whole issue, including a conflicted Catholic Church, a little
more understandable."—Larry B. Stammer, Los Angeles Times "[Jordan] knows how to
present a case, and with apparently effortless clarity he demonstrates the church's
double bind and how it affects Vatican rhetoric, the training of priests, and ecclesiastical
protectiveness toward an army of closet cases. . . . [T]his book will interest readers of
every faith."—Daniel Blue, Lambda Book Report A 2000 Lambda Literary Award Finalist
Built on all new information recently unearthed, this stylishly written and illustrated
"timeline archive" of art, sex, obscenity, gender, culture wars, homophobia, pop culture,
and the gay mafia, will get 21st-century readers and researchers up to speed fast on
the serious fun of who did what to whom when and why.
Rather than just a regular book of protocols, The Leatherman's Protocol Handbook
documents the history of John D. Weal's experiences with the so-called 'old guard'. It
contains details of all of the protocols, positions and hand signals and defines the
difference between rituals, etiquette and protocols. It also contains details of past
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ceremonies, discusses the hierarchy that once existed between various leather
organisations and more.

Larry Townsend's first handbook was an immediate cult classic upon its release
in 1972. Its publication was the first step to bringing gay `leathersex' out into the
open. Presented here in a completely revised and updated edition, this is still the
most authoritative work in the field and is sought after by beginner and advanced
practitioners alike.
While the growing field of scholarship on heavy metal music and its subcultures
has produced excellent work on the sounds, scenes, and histories of heavy metal
around the world, few works have included a study of gender and sexuality. This
cutting-edge volume focuses on queer fans, performers, and spaces within the
heavy metal sphere, and demonstrates the importance, pervasiveness, and
subcultural significance of queerness to the heavy metal ethos. Heavy metal
scholarship has until recently focused almost solely on the roles of heterosexual
hypermasculinity and hyperfemininity in fans and performers. The dependence
on that narrow dichotomy has limited heavy metal scholarship, resulting in poorly
critiqued discussions of gender and sexuality that serve only to underpin the
popular imagining of heavy metal as violent, homophobic and inherently
masculine. This book queers heavy metal studies, bringing discussions of gender
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and sexuality in heavy metal out of that poorly theorized dichotomy. In this
interdisciplinary work, the author connects new and existing scholarship with a
strong ethnographic study of heavy metal’s self-identified queer performers and
fans in their own words, thus giving them a voice and offering an original and
ground-breaking addition to scholarship on popular music, rock, and queer
studies.
Following the phenomenal success of the original Leatherman's Handbook, this
sequel was written from a new perspective a decade later. The Leather/SM
Community has matured over the intervening years, as has the author. Some
attitudes have changed and some of the more popular pleasures have evolved
into different forms. This new book addresses these changes, explains them and
provides the first ever statistical survey of the scene.
Volume 3: Difference and Diversity of Sexualities. This section examines the
politics, power and critique of sexual catergories -including bisexuality, sex
addiction, prostitution and sadomasochism.
The debate on whether or not people are born homosexual (biological
essentialist theory) or become homosexual during the course of their lives (social
constructionist theory) continues as each side claims to prove the truth through
research and clinical findings. This breakthrough book shows the fissures in
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concepts of the gay and lesbian identity and the one-sidedness of both biological
essentialist and social constructionist versions of both sexual and gender identity.
The editors present an alternative view--sexual and gender expression is a
product of complementary biological, personal, and cultural influences in If You
Seduce a Straight Person, Can You Make Them Gay? Through theoretical
analysis, ethnographic and empirical data, and case studies, the editors show
how the one-sidedness of both biological essentialist and social constructionist
versions of sexual and gender identity make it difficult, if not impossible, to
conceptually determine the origin of an individual's sexual expression. This
thought-provoking book covers many topics that are sure to cause readers to reevaluate their thinking about the origins of gay and lesbian identity. Among the
topics examined with this fresh perspective are: Childhood Cross-Gender
Behavior and Adult Homosexuality Gay and Lesbian Teachers and Coming Out
Homosexuality, Marriage, Fidelity, and the Gay Community: Case of Gay
Husbands Can Seduction Make Straight Men Gay? Gay and Lesbian Identities in
Non-industrialized Societies--Surinam (Dutch New Guinea), Turkey, Nicaragua,
and Argentina Political-Economic Construction of Gay Male Identities Readers
will clearly see that the controversy over the being born gay or becoming gay
debate is far from resolved. From the beginning, the book explores how human
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beings are less constrained by biology than many would like to believe. Social
circumstances and economics cause some determination of identity, but not
exclusively. Theoretical introductions to each chapter attempt to synthesize
elements on both sides of this most contemporary debate.
This book has been co-published as Journal of Homosexuality volume 50,
numbers 2/3, 2006
The Advocate is a lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender (LGBT) monthly
newsmagazine. Established in 1967, it is the oldest continuing LGBT publication
in the United States.
Opening with the provocative query “what might an anthropology of the secular
look like?” this book explores the concepts, practices, and political formations of
secularism, with emphasis on the major historical shifts that have shaped secular
sensibilities and attitudes in the modern West and the Middle East. Talal Asad
proceeds to dismantle commonly held assumptions about the secular and the
terrain it allegedly covers. He argues that while anthropologists have oriented
themselves to the study of the “strangeness of the non-European world” and to
what are seen as non-rational dimensions of social life (things like myth, taboo,
and religion),the modern and the secular have not been adequately examined.
The conclusion is that the secular cannot be viewed as a successor to religion, or
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be seen as on the side of the rational. It is a category with a multi-layered history,
related to major premises of modernity, democracy, and the concept of human
rights. This book will appeal to anthropologists, historians, religious studies
scholars, as well as scholars working on modernity.
Ron Athey is one of the most important, prolific and influential performance artists
of the past four decades. A singular example of lived creativity, his radical
performances are at odds with the art worlds and art marketplaces that have
increasingly dominated contemporary art and performance art over the period of
his career. Queer Communion, an exploration of Athey’s career, refuses the
linear narratives of art discourse and instead pays homage to the intensities of
each mode of Athey’s performative practice and each community he engages.
Emphasizing the ephemeral and largely uncollectible nature of his work, the book
places Athey’s own writing at its centre, turning to memoir, memory recall and
other modes of retrieval and narration to archive his performances. In addition to
documenting Athey’s art, ephemera, notes and drawings, the volume features
commissioned essays, concise 'object lessons' on individual objects in the Athey
archive, and short testimonials by friends and collaborators including Dominic
Johnson, Amber Musser, Julie Tolentino, Ming Ma, David Getsy, Alpesh Patel
and Zackary Drucker, among others. Together they form Queer Communion, a
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counter history of contemporary art.
Thomas Pynchon's fiction has been considered masculinist, misogynist,
phallocentric, and pornographic: its formal experimentation, irony, and ambiguity
have been taken both to complicate such judgments and to be parts of the
problem. To the present day, deep critical divisions persist as to whether
Pynchon's representations of women are sexist, feminist, or reflective of a more
general misanthropy, whether his writing of sex is boorishly pornographic or
effectually transgressive, whether queer identities are celebrated or mocked, and
whether his departures from realist convention express masculinist elitism or
critique the gendering of genre. Thomas Pynchon, Sex, and Gender reframes
these debates. As the first book-length investigation of Pynchon's writing to put
the topics of sex and gender at its core, it moves beyond binary debates about
whether to see Pynchon as liberatory or conservative, instead examining how his
preoccupation with sex and gender conditions his fiction's whole worldview. The
essays it contains, which cumulatively address all of Pynchon's novels from V.
(1963) to Bleeding Edge (2013), investigate such topics as the imbrication of
gender and power, sexual abuse and the writing of sex, the gendering of
violence, and the shifting representation of the family. Providing a wealth of new
approaches to the centrality of sex and gender in Pynchon's work, the collection
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opens up new avenues for Pynchon studies as a whole.
Becoming a Slave is an authoritative, and well-documented book on the process
of finding and submitting to a dominant. Beginning with a description of terms and
the characteristics to be found in a master and in a slave, the book continues with
how one realizes and understands their own desire to submit and serve,
proceeds to the process of advertising, searching, meeting, and interviewing
prospective masters, and ends with a great deal of practical advice on submitting,
serving, and satisfying a dominant in a healthy and practical way.
In the past when a potential leatherboy has asked me, where do I start I had to
guide them to a dozen publications and even then the information was
incomplete. Now the answer is simple, The leatherboy Handbook! This book is a
wonderful resource for anyone interested in the “boy subculture”. Vincent
Andrews draws on his own experiences in the leather community as well as
some of the best source material available to create what will surely become the
companion volume to Larry Townsend's Leatherman's Handbook. In a clear and
concise voice with numerous references, “boy vince” has created a goldmine for
the budding leatherboy, no matter what his gender. Most importantly, this book
explains much of the “why” behind the boy experience, and that is the key to its
value. I heartily recommend this book for both boys and Daddys, subs and Doms.
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It is a good read and a requisite for any leather/kink library. Hardy Haberman
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