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It is a commonly held belief that medieval Catholics were focussed on the 'bells
and whistles' of religious practices, the smoke, images, sights and sounds that
dazzled pre-modern churchgoers. Protestantism, in contrast, has been cast as
Catholicism's austere, intellective and less sensual rival sibling. With iis whitewashed walls, lack of incense (and often music) Protestantism worship
emphasised preaching and scripture, making the new religion a drab and
disengaged sensual experience. In order to challenge such entrenched
assumptions, this book examines Tudor views on the senses to create a new
lens through which to explore the English Reformation. Divided into two sections,
the book begins with an examination of pre-Reformation beliefs and practices,
establishing intellectual views on the senses in fifteenth-century England, and
situating them within their contemporary philosophical and cultural tensions.
Having established the parameters for the role of sense before the Reformation,
the second half of the book mirrors these concerns in the post-1520 world,
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looking at how, and to what degree, the relationship between religious practices
and sensation changed as a result of the Reformation. By taking this long-term,
binary approach, the study is able to tackle fundamental questions regarding the
role of the senses in late-medieval and early modern English Christianity. By
looking at what English men and women thought about sight, hearing, smell,
taste and touch, the stereotype that Protestantism was not sensual, and that
Catholicism was overly sensualised is wholly undermined. Through this
examination of how worship was transformed in its textual and liturgical forms,
the book illustrates how English religion sought to reflect changing ideas
surrounding the senses and their place in religious life. Worship had to be
'sensible', and following how reformers and their opponents built liturgy around
experience of the sacred through the physical allows us to tease out the tensions
and pressures which shaped religious reform.
English Reformations takes a refreshing new approach to the study of the
Reformation in England. Christopher Haigh's lively and readable study disproves
any facile assumption that the triumph of Protestantism was inevitable, and goes
beyond the surface of official political policy to explore the religious views and
practices of ordinary English people. With the benefit of hindsight, other
historians have traced the course of the Reformation as a series of events
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inescapably culminating in the creation of the English Protestant establishment.
Haigh sets out to recreate the sixteenth century as a time of excitement and
insecurity, with each new policy or ruler causing the reversal of earlier religious
changes. This is a scholarly and stimulating book, which challenges traditional
ideas about the Reformation and offers a powerful and convincing alternative
analysis.
Twenty years ago, historians thought they understood the Reformation in
England. Professor A. G. Dickens's elegant The English Reformation was then
new, and highly influential: it seemed to show how national policy and developing
reformist allegiance interacted to produce an acceptable and successful
Protestant Reformation. But, since then, the evidence of the statute book, of
Protestant propagandists and of heresy trials has come to seem less convincing,
Neglected documents, especially the records of diocesan administration and
parish life, have been explored, new questions have been asked - and many of
the answers have been surprising. Some of the old certainties have been
demolished, and many of the assumptions of the old interpretation of the
Reformation have been undermined, in a wide-ranging process of revision. But
the fruits of the new 'revisionism' are still buried in technical academic journals,
difficult for students and teachers to find and to use. There is no up-to-date
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textbook, no comprehensive new survey, to challenge the orthodoxies enshrined
in older works. This volume seeks to fulfill two crucial needs for students of Tudor
England. First, it brings together some of the most readable of the recent
innovative essays and articles into a single book. Second, it seeks to show how a
new 'revisionist' interpretation of the English Reformation can be constructed,
and examines its strengths and weaknesses. In short, it is an alternative to a new
textbook survey - until someone has time (and courage) to write one. The new
Introduction sets out the framework for a new understanding of the Reformation,
and shows how already published work can be fitted into it. The nine essays (one
printed here for the first time) provide detailed studies of particular problems in
Reformation history, and general surveys of the progress of religious change.
The new Conclusion tries to plug some of the remaining gaps, and suggests how
the Reformation came to divide the English nation. It is a deliberately
controversial collection, to be used alongside existing textbooks and to promote
rethinking and debate.
Tracing a theoretical course from William of Ockham to Richard Hooker, this
work examines the thinking of the English Reformers on the origin and nature of
law and authority for both church and commonwealth. O'Donovan places the
political and legal thought of the Reformers in the broader context of the
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Reformation and its theological debates over the relationship between faith and
works and between Scripture and tradition.
This book tells the story of the English Reformation from the viewpoint of ordinary
people and their parishes. It discusses official policy and policymakers, as well as
local bishops and priests, but the emphasis is on the laity in all its diversity, not
just Catholic or Protestant. The book shows that while some individuals and
parishes may have welcomed the new religion, people generally resisted change
and then gradually created their own idiosyncratic sets of beliefs and practices.
This volume is an examination of the debate over clerical marriage in
Reformation polemic, and of its impact on the English clergy in the second half of
the sixteenth century. Clerical celibacy was more than an abstract theological
concept; it was a central image of mediaeval Catholicism which was shattered by
the doctrinal iconoclasm of Protestant reformers. This study sets the debate over
clerical marriage within the context of the key debates of the Reformation,
offering insights into the nature of the reformers' attempts to break with the
Catholic past, and illustrating the relationship between English polemicists and
their continental counterparts. The debate was not without practical
consequences, and the author sets this study of polemical arguments alongside
an analysis of the response of clergy in several English dioceses to the
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legalisation of clerical marriage in 1549. Conclusions are based upon the
evidence of wills, visitation records, and the proceedings of the ecclesiastical
courts. Despite the printed rhetoric, dogmatic certainties were often beyond the
reach of the majority, and the author's conclusions highlight the chasm which
could exist between polemical ideal and practical reality during the turmoil of the
Reformation.
Why were so many religious images and objects broken and damaged in the
course of the Reformation? Margaret Aston's magisterial new book charts the
conflicting imperatives of destruction and rebuilding throughout the English
Reformation from the desecration of images, rails and screens to bells, organs
and stained glass windows. She explores the motivations of those who smashed
images of the crucifixion in stained glass windows and who pulled down crosses
and defaced symbols of the Trinity. She shows that destruction was part of a
methodology of religious revolution designed to change people as well as places
and to forge in the long term new generations of new believers. Beyond blanked
walls and whited windows were beliefs and minds impregnated by new modes of
religious learning. Idol-breaking with its emphasis on the treacheries of images
fundamentally transformed not only Anglican ways of worship but also of seeing,
hearing and remembering.
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"This book tells the story of the English Reformation. It penetrates behind the facade of
political change and acts of Parliament and brings to light the inner movement of the
Spirit of God in men of humble heart and heroic faith. Its author believes there was a
guiding hand at the helm of the Reformation, and that this divine guidance is most
clearly revealed by a detailed study of the life and motives of those who were marked
out as leaders of the movement and masters of its theology." "The five men chosen for
this purpose were the most significant of those who laid down their lives in the cause of
the English Reformation. Bilney and Tyndale represent the movement in the reign of
Henry VIII; Ridley and Cranmer dominate the study in the reign of Edward VI. The life of
Latimer links Bilney with Cranmer and spans the whole period from the early days of
conversion in the Halls of Cambridge right on to the triumphant martyrdoms in the fires
of Oxford. The forty years, from 1516 to 1556, during which these men found and
followed Jesus Christ were the years in which the English Reformation was cradled and
nurtured for the glory of God."--BOOK JACKET.
Recasts the Reformation as a battleground over memory, in which new identities were
formed through acts of commemoration, invention and repression.
'Masterly' - Eric Metaxas 'Mould-breaking' - John Guy 'A little gem of a book' Suzannah Lipscomb From the Introduction: ‘There is no such thing as “the English
Reformation”. A "Reformation" is a composite event which is only made visible by
being framed the right way. It is like a “war”: a label we put onto a particular set of
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events, while we decide that other – equally violent – acts are not part of that or of any
"war". Sixteenth- and seventeenth-century English people knew that they were living
through an age of religious upheaval, but they did not know that it was "the English
Reformation", any more than the soldiers at the battle of Agincourt knew that they were
fighting in “the Hundred Years’ War”. . . . ‘Plainly these religious upheavals
permanently changed England and, by extension, the many other countries on which
English culture has made its mark. There is not, however, a single master narrative of
all this turmoil. How could there be? . . . The way you choose to tell the story is
governed by what you think is important and what is trivial, by whether there are heroes
or villains you want to celebrate or condemn, and by the legacies and lessons which
you think matter. Once you have chosen your frame, it will give you the story you want.
‘So this book does not tell "the story" of “the English Reformation”. It tells the stories of
six English Reformations, or rather six stories of religious change in sixteenth- and
seventeenth-century England. The stories are parallel and overlapping, but each has a
somewhat different chronological frame, cast of characters and set of pivotal events,
and has left a different legacy.’
First published in 2003. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa
company.
Literature and politics in the English Reformation is a study of the English Reformation
as a political and literary event. Focusing on an eclectic group of texts, unified by their
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articulation of the key elements of the cultural history of the period 1510-80, the book
unravels the political, poetic and religious themes of the era. --book jacket.
Henry VIII officially brought the Protestant Reformation to England in the 1530s when
he severed the English Church from the Papacy. But the seeds of the movement,
according to A.G. Dickens, were planted much earlier. The English Reformation, first
published in 1964, follows the movement from its late medieval origins through the
settlement of Elizabeth I in 1559 and the rise of Puritanism.
This book presents a new edition of the classic study of the religious changes that
transformed England in the sixteenth century. Henry VIII officially brought the
Protestant Reformation to England in the 1530s when he severed the English Church
from the Papacy. But the seeds of the movement, according to A.G.Dickens, were
planted much earlier. The English Reformation, first published in 1964, follows the
movement from its late medieval origins through the settlement of Elizabeth I in 1559
and the rise of Puritanism.
A study of the religious culture of sixteenth-century England, centred around preaching.
This updated edition of an influential interpretation of Henry VIII's Reformation retains
the analytical edge and lucidity of the original work. Richard Rex emphasizes the
personal role of Henry VIII in driving the Reformation process, as well as the
considerable reinforcement of Henry's power rendered by that process. In a powerful
new chapter which takes into account recent research, Rex elucidates the way in which
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politics and religion interacted in early Tudor England.
"This book explores the dualist religious movement which developed between the 12th
and 17th centuries. It examines the parallels between the Bogomils and Cathars and
the religious practices of the British Lollards, extrapolating Lollardy's spread from
eastern to western Europe. The work focuses on a number of authors including John
Wycliffe, William Tynsdale, William Langland and John Milton"--Provided by publisher.
John Bale (1495 - 1563) made a strong impact on the growth of English Protestant selfconsciousness in the sixteenth century. He spent twenty years as a Carmelite friar, and
then converted to Protestantism in the mid-1530s. Henry VIII's government enlisted
Bale to write and produce plays against the Papacy; he had a decisive influence on
John Foxe, and Foxe's 'Book of Martyrs' (1563); and Bale's drama 'Kynge Johan' was
an important link between the medieval mystery plays and the age of Shakespeare. His
greatest achievement, however, was his re-telling of English history in light of the
Reformation. Bale argued that England had a divine vocation to protect and defend
Protestantism against Roman political subversion and non-Biblical religion. Bale's story
of England as the Ònew Israel shaped the self-consciousness of the Elizabethan age,
and via John Winthrop and New England in 1630 bequeathed a sense of national
vocation to America as well.
Thomas Cromwell, chief architect of the English Reformation, served as minister of
Henry VIII from 1531 to 1540, the period during which more political and religious
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reform was accomplished than at any other time in Henry's thirty-seven-year reign.
Thus the momentous events of the 1530s are generally (but not universally) attributed
to Cromwell's agency. Cromwell has been the subject of close and continuous attention
for the last half century, with positive appraisal of his work and achievements as the
scholarly norm. In this classroom biography-the first in a generation and the only one
now in print-that judgment is largely accepted, though it is combined with earlier and
more critical assessments that view Cromwell as a disciple of Machiavelli. One
distinguishing feature of this study is its overview of Machiavellian thought, along with
its overview of Marsilian thought. Marsilius of Padua, fourteenth-century political
philosopher and author of Defensor Pacis, is widely recognized as the source of
Cromwell's reformation ideas; but nowhere is Marsilius explicated. The same is true of
Machiavelli-never explicated though said to be (by Reginald Pole, cousin of Henry and
cardinal of the church) the source of Cromwell's ideas on statecraft. A second
distinguishing feature of the book is its inclusion of an introductory chapter that situates
Cromwell in the sixteenth century and shows his connection to important events,
characters, and ideas. Thus, while the book is a biography, its focus is broader and its
uses more various.
The changes brought about during the English Reformation clearly reflected the desire
of the Crown, government and landed classes to reduce the political power and landed
wealth of the late medieval Church. This book covers the background to the
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Reformation, the processes which brought about these major changes and the impact
on the clergy and the general population.
The practice of swearing oaths was at the centre of the English Reformation. On the
one hand, oaths were the medium through which the Henrician regime implemented its
ideology and secured loyalty among the people. On the other, they were the tool by
which the English people embraced, resisted and manipulated royal policy. Jonathan
Michael Gray argues that since the Reformation was negotiated through oaths, their
precise significance and function are central to understanding it fully. Oaths and the
English Reformation sheds new light on the motivation of Henry VIII, the enforcement of
and resistance to reform and the extent of popular participation and negotiation in the
political process. Placing oaths at the heart of the narrative, this book argues that the
English Reformation was determined as much by its method of implementation and
response as it was by the theology or political theory it transmitted.
Extensively revised and updated, this new edition of The Debate on the English Reformation
combines a discussion of successive historical approaches to the English Reformation with a
critical review of recent debates in the area, offering a major contribution to modern
historiography as well as to Reformation studies. It explores the way in which successive
generations have found the Reformation relevant to their own times and have in the process
rediscovered, redefined and rewritten its story. It shows that not only people who called
themselves historians but also politicians, ecclesiastics, journalists and campaigners argued
about interpretations of the Reformation and the motivations of its principal agents. The author
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also shows how, in the twentieth century, the debate was influenced by the development of
history as a subject and, in the twenty-first century, by state control of the academy.
Undergraduates, researchers and lecturers alike will find this an invaluable and essential
companion to their studies.
BarCharts' newest 3-panel guide takes the mystery out of the different forms of math that are
crucial to the nursing field. Each page is jam-packed with mathematical equations and
formulas, their definitions, and step-by-step instructions on how to perform each one; helpful
charts and tables are also included. Nursing students/practitioners + this guide = great
success!
Re-examines the impact of the English Reformation upon the English people. Drawing on the
author's research into church art and written records such as wills and parish accounts, this
book challenges several of the existing interpretations of this era.
This book explores the hitherto neglected relationship between the English Reformation and
the Lutheran scholar Philip Melanchthon (1497-1560). It looks at how Henry, following his
break with Rome, flirted with Lutheranism as a doctrine to replace Catholicism, before the
eventual collapse of the policy and its replacement with a more moderate reform programme
under Cranmer. It then goes on to investigate how Melanchthon, as the leading proponent of
Lutheranism influenced successive royal governments, both positively and negatively, as they
struggled to impose their own brand of doctrinal conformity on the English church. By refracting
the well known narrative of the English Reformation through the lens of Melanchthon, new light
is shed on many events that have puzzled historians. The study provides fascinating new
perspectives on such questions as why Henry suddenly abandoned his Lutheran policy, why
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Cromwell fell from power in 1540 and even insights into Elizabeth's personal beliefs. By tying
events in England into the context of the wider European Reformation, through the work of
Philip Melanchthon, this book offers fresh insights into the nature and development of early
evangelical Protestantism.
When Henry VIII died in 1547 he left a church in England that had broken with Rome - but was
it Protestant? The English Reformation was quite different in its methods, motivations and
results to that taking place on the continent. This book: * examines the influences of
continental reform on England * describes the divorce of Henry VIII and the break with Rome *
discusses the political and religious consequences of the break with Rome * assesses the
success of the Reformation up to 1547 * provides a clear guide to the main strands of historical
thought on the topic.
Books on the history of the Reformation are filled with the heroic struggles and sacrifices of
men. But this compelling volume puts the spotlight on five strong and intellectually gifted
women who, because of their absolute and unconditional commitment to the advancement of
Protestant Christianity, paid the cost of their reforming convictions with martyrdom,
imprisonment, and exile. Anne Boleyn (1507-1536) introduced the Reformation to England,
and Katharine Parr (1514-1548) saved it. Both women were riveted by early versions of the
"justification by faith" doctrine that originated with Martin Luther and came to them through
France. As a result, Anne Boleyn was beheaded. Katharine Parr narrowly avoided the same
fate. Sixteen-year-old Jane Grey (1537-1554) and Anne Askew (1521-1546) both dared to
criticize the Mass and were pioneers of Protestant views concerning superstition and symbols.
Jane Grey was executed because of her Protestantism. Anne Askew was tortured and burned
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at the stake. Catherine Willoughby (1520-1580) anticipated later Puritan teachings on
predestination and election and on the reformation of the church. She was forced to give up
everything she had and to flee with her husband and nursing baby into exile. Paul Zahl vividly
tells the stories of these five mothers of the English Reformation. All of these women were
powerful theologians intensely interested in the religious concerns of their day. All but Anne
Boleyn left behind a considerable body of written work - some of which is found in this book's
appendices. It is the theological aspect of these women's remarkable achievements that Zahl
seeks to underscore. Moreover, he also considers what the stories of these women have to
say about the relation of gender to theology, human motivation, and God. An important
epilogue by Mary Zahl contributes a contemporary woman's view of these fascinating historical
figures. Extraordinary by any standard, Anne Boleyn, Anne Askew, Katharine Parr, Jane Grey,
and Catherine Willoughby remain rich subjects for reflection and emulation hundreds of years
later. The personalities of these five women, who spoke their Christian convictions with
presence of mind and sharp intelligence within situations of life-and-death duress, are almost
totemic in our enduring search for role models.
A sumptuously written people's history and a major retelling and reinterpretation of the story of
the English Reformation Centuries on, what the Reformation was and what it accomplished
remain deeply contentious. Peter Marshall's sweeping new history--the first major overview for
general readers in a generation--argues that sixteenth-century England was a society neither
desperate for nor allergic to change, but one open to ideas of "reform" in various competing
guises. King Henry VIII wanted an orderly, uniform Reformation, but his actions opened a
Pandora's Box from which pluralism and diversity flowed and rooted themselves in English life.
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With sensitivity to individual experience as well as masterfully synthesizing historical and
institutional developments, Marshall frames the perceptions and actions of people great and
small, from monarchs and bishops to ordinary families and ecclesiastics, against a backdrop of
profound change that altered the meanings of "religion" itself. This engaging history reveals
what was really at stake in the overthrow of Catholic culture and the reshaping of the English
Church.

Spanning the different phases of the English Reformation from William Tyndale's
1525 translation of the Bible to the death of Elizabeth I in 1603, John King's
magisterial anthology brings together a range of texts inaccessible in standard
collections of early modern works. The readings demonstrate how Reformation
ideas and concerns pervade well-known writings by Spenser, Shakespeare,
Sidney, and Marlowe and help foreground such issues as the relationship
between church and state, the status of women, and resistance to unjust
authority. Plays, dialogues, and satires in which clever laypersons outwit ignorant
clerics counterbalance texts documenting the controversy over the permissibility
of theatrical performance. Moving biographical and autobiographical narratives
from John Foxe's Book of Martyrs and other sources document the experience of
Protestants such as Anne Askew and Hugh Latimer, both burned at the stake, of
recusants, Jesuit missionaries, and many others. In this splendid collection, the
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voices ring forth from a unique moment when the course of British history was
altered by the fate and religious convictions of the five queens: Catherine Parr,
Lady Jane Grey, Mary I, Mary Queen of Scots, and Elizabeth I.
A collection of Professor Loades' essays on aspects of the English Reformation
covering the political context, censorship and clandestine printing, relations with
Rome, and sectarianism. An introduction examines the role of the state in the
development of the Anglican Settlement.
Religion, politics and fear: how England was transformed by the Tudors. The
English Reformation was a unique turning point in English history. Derek Wilson
retells the story of how the Tudor monarchs transformed English religion and why
it still matters today. Recent scholarly research has undermined the traditional
view of the Reformation as an event that occurred solely amongst the elite.
Wilson now shows that, although the transformation was political and had a huge
impact on English identity, on England's relationships with its European
neighbours and on the foundations of its empire, it was essentially a revolution
from the ground up. By 1600, in just eighty years, England had become a
radically different nation in which family, work and politics, as well as religion,
were dramatically altered. Praise for Derek Wilson: 'Stimulating and authoritative.'
John Guy. 'Masterly. [Wilson] has a deep understanding of . . . characters,
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reaching out across the centuries.' Sunday Times.
Moderate Radical explores an exciting period of English, and British, history:
Elizabethan and Early Stuart religious politics. Tobie Matthew (c. 1544-1628)
started Elizabeth's reign as a religious radical, yet ended up running the English
Church during the tumultuous years leading up to the British Civil Wars.
Moderate Radical provides a new perspective on this period, and an insight into
the power of conforming puritanism as a political and cultural force. Matthew's
vision of conformity and godly magistracy brought many puritans into the Church,
but also furnished them with a justification for rebellion when the puritanism was
seriously threatened. Through exciting new sources - Matthew's annotations of
his extensive library and newly discovered sermons - Rosamund Oates explores
the guiding principles of puritanism in the period and explains why the godly
promoted the national church, even when it seemed corrupt. She demonstrates
how Matthew protected puritans, but his protection meant that there was a rich
seam of dissent at the heart of the Church that emerged when the godly found
themselves under attack in the 1620s and 1630s. This is a story about
accommodations, conformity and government, as well as a biography of a
leading figure in the Church, who struggled to come to terms with his own son's
Catholicism and the disappointments of his family. Moderate Radical makes an
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important contribution to the emerging field of sermon studies, exploring the rich
cultures derived from sermons as well as re-creating some of the drama of
Matthew's preaching. It offers a new insight into tensions of the pre-Civil War
Church.
The English Reformation is quite possibly the most misunderstood and thus
misconstrued religious era in human history. The urban legend holds that English
Catholics were sick of ?papal tyranny? and threw in with heroic, protestant
?reformers? to save Christianity from the evil, illegitimate Catholic Church. This
little book, with no reference or debate over theology, entirely and completely
refutes this false narrative. Father Culkin takes the reader on a 13 chapter crash
course in what really happened using the historical record and over 400 years of
scholarship on the subject. As the rising threat of Islam grows, Christians will
need to rejoin the universal Church, restore solidarity and discover that the Faith
of their English ancestors was well placed and well loved, in the Roman Catholic
Church.
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