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The Elephant Vanishes Haruki Murakami
Haruki Murakami collects birthday-themed stories from contemporary English short stories
published in recent years and compiles an anthology. He turned over all the short stories he
had in his hand and read it again, and searched around for short stories and selected
collections that he hadn't read yet. In the end, he collected the works of twelve famous
contemporary English literary writers, plus his own story Birthday Girl to form this special
birthday party.
Surging from the ontopoietic vital timing of life, human self-consciousness prompts the
innermost desire to rise above its brute facts. Imaginatio creatrix inspires us to fabulate these
facts into events and plots with personal significance attempting to delineate a life-course in lifestories within the ever-flowing stream – existence. Seeking their deep motivations, causes and
concatenations, we fabulate relatively stabilized networks of interconnecting meaning – history.
But to understand the meaning and sense of these networks’ reconfigurations call for the
purpose and telos of our endless undertaking; they remain always incomplete, carried onwards
with the current of life, while fluctuating with personal experience in the play of memory. Facts
and life stories, subjective desires and propensities, the circumambient world in its historical
moves, creative logos and mythos, personal freedom and inward stirrings thrown in an
enigmatic interplay, prompt our imperative thirst for the meaning of this course, its purpose and
its fulfillment – the sense of it all. To disentangle all this animates the passions of the literary
genius. The focus of this collection is to isolate the main arteries running through the
intermingled forces prompting our quest to endow life with meaning. Papers by: Jadwiga
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Smith, Lawrence Kimmel, Alira Ashvo-Munoz, William D. Melaney, Imafedia Okhamafe, Michel
Dion, Franck Dalmas, Ludmila Molodkina, Victor Gerald Rivas, Rebecca M. Painter, Matti
Itkonen, Raymond J. Wilson III, Christopher S. Schreiner, Bruce Ross, Bernadette Prochaska,
Tsung-I Dow, Jerre Collins, Cezary Jozef Olbromski, Victor Kocay, Roberto Verolini.
Fifteen tales encompass the story of a man obsessed with the disappearance of an elephant
from a local zoo and that of a young mother whose sleeplessness provides her with a foretaste
of death
This study examines how various Japanese authors and other artists seeking artistic
representation of traumatic Asia Pacific War experience have drawn upon their imaginative
powers to create affect-charged images of the extreme violence, psychological damage and
ideological contradiction surrounding the conflict.
A Study Guide for Haruki Murakami's "The Elephant Vanishes," excerpted from Gale's
acclaimed Short Stories for Students. This concise study guide includes plot summary;
character analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for
further reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust Short Stories for Students for
all of your research needs.

Chip Kidd is best known for his book jacket designs, which have been credited with
spawning a revolution in the art of the book cover in the US. Master of the graphic nonsequitur, Kidd has designed covers for books by authors such as John Updike, Dean
Koontz, Michael Crichton, Peter Carey and William Boyd that engage the reader's
intelligence as well as imagination. This illustrated volume presents an appraisal of his
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oeuvre.
Besides being the distinguished translator of Murakami's work, Professor Jay Rubin is a
self-confessed fan. He has now written a book for other fans who want to know more
about the reclusive author of "Norwegian Wood, the Wind-up Bird Chronicle" and "The
Elephant Vanishes."
Featuring choice selections from the core anthologies The Columbia Anthology of
Modern Japanese Literature: From Restoration to Occupation, 1868–1945, and The
Columbia Anthology of Modern Japanese Literature: From 1945 to the Present, this
collection offers a concise yet remarkably rich introduction to the fiction, poetry, drama,
and essays of Japan's modern encounter with the West. Spanning a period of
exceptional invention and transition, this volume is not only a critical companion to
courses on Japanese literary and intellectual development but also an essential
reference for scholarship on Japanese history, culture, and interactions with the East
and West. The first half covers the three major styles of literary expression that
informed Japanese writing and performance in the late nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries: classical Japanese fiction and drama, Chinese poetry, and Western literary
representation and cultural critique. Their juxtaposition brilliantly captures the social,
intellectual, and political challenges shaping Japan during this period, particularly the
rise of nationalism, the complex interaction between traditional and modern forces, and
the encroachment of Western ideas and writing. The second half conveys the changes
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that have transformed Japan since the end of the Pacific War, such as the heady
transition from poverty to prosperity, the friction between conflicting ideologies and
political beliefs, and the growing influence of popular culture on the country's artistic
and intellectual traditions. Featuring sensitive translations of works by Nagai Kafu,
Natsume Soseki, Oe Kenzaburo, Kawabata Yasunari, Mishima Yukio, and many
others, this anthology relates an essential portrait of Japan's dynamic modernization.
???????????.
America’s Japan and Japan’s Performing Arts studies the images and myths that have
shaped the reception of Japan-related theater, music, and dance in the United States
since the 1950s. Soon after World War II, visits by Japanese performing artists to the
United States emerged as a significant category of American cultural-exchange
initiatives aimed at helping establish and build friendly ties with Japan. Barbara E.
Thornbury explores how “Japan” and “Japanese culture” have been constructed,
reconstructed, and transformed in response to the hundreds of productions that have
taken place over the past sixty years in New York, the main entry point and defining
cultural nexus in the United States for the global touring market in the performing arts.
The author’s transdisciplinary approach makes the book appealing to those in the
performing arts studies, Japanese studies, and cultural studies.
A Study Guide for Haruki Murakami's "Kafka on the Shore," excerpted from Gale's acclaimed
Literary Newsmakers for Students. This concise study guide includes plot summary; character
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analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for further reading;
and much more. For any literature project, trust Literary Newsmakers for Students for all of
your research needs.
In the context of Haruki Murakamii's real-life activities that are conducive to his writing, this
book sheds light on three of his early short stories. Comparable to his acclaimed novels in
complexity and covert meaning, they reveal upon close analysis his distinctive literary creativity
and enduring concerns with society.
From the surreal to the mundane, an anthology of short fiction captures a full range of human
experience, emotion, and relationship in works that chronicle a chance reunion in Italy, a
holiday in Hawaii, and a romantic exile in Greece.
?????????????????.
You’ve just passed someone on the street who could be the love of your life, the person
you’re destined for – what do you do? In Murakami’s world, you tell them a story. The five
weird and wonderful tales collected here each unlock the many-tongued language of desire,
whether it takes the form of hunger, lust, sudden infatuation or the secret longings of the heart.
Selected from Haruki’s Murakami’s short story collections The Elephant Vanishes, Blind
Willow Sleeping Woman, Men Without Women VINTAGE MINIS: GREAT MINDS. BIG IDEAS.
LITTLE BOOKS. A series of short books by the world’s greatest writers on the experiences
that make us human Also in the Vintage Minis series: Love by Jeanette Winterson
Psychedelics by Aldous Huxley Eating by Nigella Lawson Summer by Laurie Lee

???????????????????,??????????????????????????,???????,????????????????——???
???,???????,??????????,?????????......??????????
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??? A disparate collection of work bound by a unity of vision and obsession. ??????????
???????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
???????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
????????????????????????????????????????????????
This book contains essays of literary and philosophical accounts that explain who we
are simply as persons, and essays that highlight who we are in light of communal ties.
ACTC educators model the intellectual life for students and colleagues by showing how
to read texts carefully and with sophistication.
Mapping Tokyo in Fiction and Film explores ways that late 20th- and early 21st- century
fiction and film from Japan literally and figuratively map Tokyo. The four dozen novels,
stories, and films discussed here describe, define, and reflect on Tokyo urban space.
They are part of the flow of Japanese-language texts being translated (or, in the case of
film, subtitled) into English. Circulation in professionally translated and subtitled Englishlanguage versions helps ensure accessibility to the primarily anglophone readers of this
study—and helps validate inclusion in lists of world literature and film. Tokyo’s wellestablished culture of mapping signifies much more than a profound attachment to
place or an affinity for maps as artifacts. It is, importantly, a counter-response to
feelings of insecurity and disconnection—insofar as the mapping process helps impart a
sense of predictability, stability, and placeness in the real and imagined city.
High-class call girls billed to Mastercard. A psychic 13-year-old dropout with a passion
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for Talking Heads. A hunky matinee idol doomed to play dentists and teachers. A onearmed beach-combing poet, an uptight hotel clerk and one very bemused narrator cau
Play a little Trivia-on-Book: Colorless Tsukuru Tazaki and His Years of Pilgrimage by
Haruki Murakami Tsukuru Tazaki has always been a fan of train stations. Back in the
1990s in his hometown of Nagoya, he would spend most of his time with four high
school friends, all with "colorful names" leaving Tsukuru the “colorless” in the group.
One day in 1995, his best friends suddenly cut all ties with him. Feeling abandoned and
neglected, Tsukuru became depressed and suicidal. Sixteen years later, Tsukuru is
now 36-years-old and works as a train station engineer and still unable to move on from
his past. His girlfriend urges him to confront his past because she wants him to commit
to their relationship. Tsukuru sets off on a journey to unravel his past and find the quest
for truth, happiness, and acceptance. You may have read the book, but not have liked
it. You may have liked the book, but not be a fan. You may call yourself a fan, but few
truly are. Are you? Trivia-on-Books is an unofficial independently quiz-formatted trivia
on the book for readers, students, and fans alike. Whether you're looking for new
materials to the book or would like to take the challenge yourself and share it with your
friends and family for a time of fun, Trivia-on-Books provides a unique approach that is
both insightful and educational! Features You'll Find Inside: • 30 Multiple choice
questions on the book, plots, characters and author • Insightful commentary to answer
every question • Complementary quiz material for yourself or your reading group •
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Results provided with scores to determine "status" Promising quality and value, grab
your copy of Trivia-on-Books!
This collection of short stories, including many new translations, is the first to span the
whole of Japan's modern era from the end of the nineteenth century to the present day.
Beginning with the first writings to assimilate and rework Western literary traditions,
through the flourishing of the short story genre in the cosmopolitan atmosphere of the
Taisho era, to the new breed of writers produced under the constraints of literary
censorship, and the current writings reflecting the pitfalls and paradoxes of modern life,
this anthology offers a stimulating survey of the development of the Japanese short
story. Various indigenous traditions, in addition to those drawn from the West, recur
throughout the stories: stories of the self, of the Water Trade (Tokyo's nightlife of
geishas and prostitutes), of social comment, love and obsession, legends and
fairytales. This collection includes the work of two Nobel prize-winners: Kawabata and
Oe, the talented women writers Hirabayashi, Euchi, Okamoto, and Hayashi, together
with the acclaimed Tanizaki, Mishima, and Murakami. The introduction by Theodore
Goossen gives insight into these exotic and enigmatic, sometimes disturbing stories,
derived from the lyrical roots of Japanese literature with its distinctive stress on
atmosphere and beauty.
??????
This book is a distinctive collection on transcultural encounters in knowledge production
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and consumption, which are situated at the heart of pursuit for cognitive justice. It
uniquely represents transcultural dialogues between academics of Australia, China and
Malaysia, located on the borders of different knowledge systems. The uniqueness of
this volume lies in the convergence of transcultural perspectives, which bring together
diverse disciplines as cultural studies, education, media, translation theory and practice,
arts, musicology, political science and literature. Each chapter explores the possibility of
decolonising the knowledge production space as well as research methodologies. The
chapters engage with ‘Chinese’ and ‘western’ thought on transcultural subjects and
collectively articulate a new politics of difference, de-centring the dominant
epistemologies and research paradigms in the global academia. Refracted through
transcultural theories and practices, adapted to diverse traditions, histories and regional
affiliations, and directed toward an international transcultural audience, the volume
demonstrates expansive possibilities in knowledge production and contributes to the
understanding of and between research scholarship which deals with collective societal
and cultural challenges within the globalised world we live in. It would be of interest to
researchers engaged with current critical debates in general and global scholars in
transcultural and intercultural studies in specific.
The Routledge Course in Japanese Translation brings together for the first time
material dedicated to the theory and practice of translation to and from Japanese. This
one semester advanced course in Japanese translation is designed to raise awareness
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of the many considerations that must be taken into account when translating a text. As
students progress through the course they will acquire various tools to deal with the
common problems typically involved in the practice of translation. Particular attention is
paid to the structural differences between Japanese and English and to cross-cultural
dissimilarities in stylistics. Essential theory and information on the translation process
are provided as well as abundant practical tasks. The Routledge Course in Japanese
Translation is essential reading for all serious students of Japanese at both
undergraduate and postgraduate level.
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