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Crisis, what crisis? How governments and corporations profit from disaster Best-selling
journalist Antony Loewenstein travels across Afghanistan, Pakistan, Haiti, Papua New
Guinea, the United States, Britain, Greece, and Australia to witness the reality of
disaster capitalism. He discovers how companies such as G4S, Serco, and Halliburton
cash in on organized misery in a hidden world of privatized detention centers,
militarized private security, aid profiteering, and destructive mining. Disaster has
become big business. Talking to immigrants stuck in limbo in Britain or visiting
immigration centers in America, Loewenstein maps the secret networks formed to help
corporations bleed what profits they can from economic crisis. He debates with Western
contractors in Afghanistan, meets the locals in post-earthquake Haiti, and in Greece
finds a country at the mercy of vulture profiteers. In Papua New Guinea, he sees a local
community forced to rebel against predatory resource companies and NGOs. What
emerges through Loewenstein’s reporting is a dark history of multinational corporations
that, with the aid of media and political elites, have grown more powerful than national
governments. In the twenty-first century, the vulnerable have become the world’s most
valuable commodity.
Drawing on a wide range of up-to-date research, Employment Relations under Coalition
Government critically examines developments in UK employment relations during the
period of Conservative-Liberal Democrat government between 2010 and 2015, against
the background of the 2007-08 financial crisis, subsequent economic recession and in
the context of the primacy accorded to neo-liberal austerity. Contributions cover a
series of important and relevant topics in a rigorous, yet accessible manner: labour
market change and the rise of zero-hours contracts and other forms of precarious
employment; policy development relating to young people’s employment; the
coalition’s welfare-to-work agenda; its programme of employment law reform and its
approach to workplace equality and health and safety; labour migration; the experience
of the trade unions under the coalition and their responses; and developments in
employment relations in the public services. This book addresses the broader issues
relating to the coalition period, such as the implications of political and regulatory
change for employment relations, including the greater devolution of powers to
Scotland and Wales, and locates UK developments in comparative perspective. The
book concludes with an assessment of the prospects for employment relations in the
aftermath of the May 2015 Conservatives election victory.
The UK welfare state is under sustained ideological and political attack. It has also
been undermined by accusations of paternalism and past failures to engage with the
very people it is intended to help. This unique book is the first to critique the past,
present and future welfare state from a participatory perspective. Peter Beresford,
champion of user involvement, draws on pioneering theories and practice of welfare
service user movements to offer a blueprint for a new participatory social policy. He
controversially challenges orthodox social policy and the limitations of both Fabian and
Neo-liberal perspectives in engaging people to improve their own welfare, drawing on
service users ‘ own ideas and experience, including fascinating vignettes from his own
family’s experience, to demonstrate the value of ‘user knowledge’. Filling a muchneeded gap in the literature, this accessible text will provide a great introduction for
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students and a road-map for practitioners of an alternative vision for a future
participatory and sustainable social policy. It will also command much wider interest
from everyone concerned with how we look after each other in future in society.
A Sharing Economy proposes radical new ways to close the UK’s growing income gap
and spread social opportunities. A new social wealth fund would boost economic and
social investment and simultaneously strengthen the public finances and offer a
powerful antidote to austerity.
We live in anxious times, all too aware that governments can fail, markets too collapse
and that NGOs, parties and other organisations in civil society are also prone to lose
sight of the common good. Responsibility and its Avoidance seeks to understand the
dynamic processes through which people struggle to produce a sound environment,
stable trading arrangements, competent governance, personal security and other
aspects of a ‘liveable society’. In Responsibility and its Avoidance, Donald Curtis
brings a practitioner focus as a project manager in development to his essays, as well
as a UK and World citizen concern for current social dilemmas. He seeks and
occasionally finds, enlightenment in academic theory but, aware that contradictions in
governance are as old as history, sometimes seeks solace in other people’s cultures or
in literature. A key finding is that good governance is a matter of exercised
responsibility. What emerged, through the themes of the various chapters, is that
society’s attempts to create constitutions, governance structures and management
processes through which leaders and citizens can exercise responsibility for the public
good, run up against an avoidance paradox. As soon as an agreed allocation of
responsibilities is achieved, with obligations and commitments set out and
accountability processes established, perverse incentives set in. Common purpose can
always be deemed personally costly, encouraging neglect, manipulation, avoidance or
other forms of negation. The socially concerned citizen must commit to constant
struggle against institutional decay and corruption; so runs Curtis’ thesis: responsibility
is not good unless it is shared.
The programmes that make up the welfare state vary from nation to nation and from
time to time, and the balance between markets and government, and free enterprise
and social protection is perennially in question. In contemporary political debate the
welfare state seems to be mostly viewed asa problem rather than a solution, and
welfare programmes appear constantly on the defensive. ThisVery Short Introduction
describes the modern welfare state, explaining its historical and contemporary
significance and arguing that far from being 'a failure' or 'a problem', welfare states are
an essential element of contemporary capitalism, and a vital concomitant of democratic
government.In this accessible and entertaining account, David Garland cuts through the
fog of misunderstandings to explain in clear and simple terms, what the welfare state is,
how it works, and why it matters.ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions
series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject
area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject
quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas,
andenthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
In the face of seemingly insurmountable challenges, Henry Tam explores what should
be done to revive democracy, setting out in a clear and accessible manner 9 key areas
where reforms are necessary to ensure we can govern ourselves more effectively.
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While development has been the foremost agenda before successive governments in
India, it has been viewed narrowly – from the perspective of economic development and
particularly in terms of gross domestic product (GDP). This book questions such an
approach. It breaks from the conventional wisdom of GDP growth as being a definitive
measure of the success of a country’s policies and offers an alternative development
philosophy. The author contends that people’s economic and social welfare, life
satisfaction, self-fulfilment and happiness should be treated as indicators of real
development. The book underlines that in a successful model of development, the
country’s economic policies will have to synergize with its cultural ethos and that the
objective of development should be gross national happiness and well-being of the
people. This book will be useful to scholars and researchers of development studies,
economics, public policy and administration, governance, political science and
sociology, as well as to policymakers.
A study of major trends in public finance and fiscal justice in developed capitalist
countries since the 1970s.

This book pays homage to Neil Smith's ideas, offering a critical approach and rich
collection of insights that draw on Smith's work for inspiration and debate. With
interdisciplinary and international contributions from leading experts, the book
demonstrates the impact of Smith's ideas on understanding the role of
urbanisation in general and gentrification, in particular, in contemporary society.
The book demonstrates how gentrification varies significantly from city to city,
across different cultural and political-economic regimes, and in terms of the
timing of urban transformations. This collection provides a forum for debate for
those working in urban regeneration and citizenship, and those directly affected
by the processes and problems arising from gentrification. It will be of interest to
students and scholars in urban geography, urban sociology, cultural studies, and
wider social and urban theories.
As the government continues to open up child protection and social work in
England to a commercial market place, what is the social cost of privatising
public services? And what effect has the failure of previous privatisations had on
their provision? This book, by best-selling author and expert social worker Ray
Jones, is the first to tell the story of how crucial social work services, including
those for families and children, are now being out-sourced to private companies.
Detailing how the failures of previous privatisations have led to the deterioration
of services for the public, it shows how this trend threatens the safety and
wellbeing of vulnerable children and disabled adults.
How public land has been stolen from us. Much has been written about Britain's
trailblazing post-1970s privatization program, but the biggest privatization of them
all has until now escaped scrutiny: the privatization of land. Since Margaret
Thatcher took power in 1979, and hidden from the public eye, about 10 per cent
of the entire British land mass, including some of its most valuable real estate,
has passed from public to private hands. Forest land, defence land, health
service land and above all else local authority land- for farming and school
sports, for recreation and housing - has been sold off en masse. Why? How? And
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with what social, economic and political consequences? The New Enclosure
provides the first ever study of this profoundly significant phenomenon, situating it
as a centrepiece of neoliberalism in Britain and as a successor programme to the
original eighteenth-century enclosures. With more public land still slated for
disposal, the book identifies the stakes and asks what, if anything, can and
should be done.
This book is the first comprehensive exploration of the impact Brexit might have
on both Britain’s and the EU’s role in a rising East Asia. From the
internationalization of the renminbi to Hong Kong's fraught political status quo,
and from former British colonies exploring their place in the world to America's
place in East Asia in the Trump era, the EU plays an influential role in Asia today.
However, much of this derives from Britain’s role and interests, even as Asian
models were explicitly cited as models for post-Brexit Britain, particularly the
Singaporean model. This book will be of value to scholars, policymakers, and
journalists seeking to understand what role the EU and Britain will play in the
Asian century.
This is not a conventional book. It is designed to stimulate and challenge all
people who are curious to find out about the world they inhabit and their place
within it. It does this by suggesting questions and lines of questioning on a wide
range of topics. The book does not provide answers or model arguments but
prompts people to create their own questions and a reading log or journal. To this
end, almost all questions have a list of books or articles to provide a starter for
stimulating further reading. Once you start, you will be hooked! Never stop
questioning.
This book argues that Doctor Who, the world’s longest-running science fiction
series often considered to be about distant planets and monsters, is in reality just
as much about Britain and Britishness. Danny Nicol explores how the show,
through science fiction allegory and metaphor, constructs national identity in an
era in which identities are precarious, ambivalent, transient and elusive. It argues
that Doctor Who’s projection of Britishness is not merely descriptive but
normative—putting forward a vision of what the British ought to be. The book
interrogates the substance of Doctor Who’s Britishness in terms of individualism,
entrepreneurship, public service, class, gender, race and sexuality. It analyses
the show’s response to the pressures on British identity wrought by devolution
and separatist currents in Scotland and Wales, globalisation, foreign policy
adventures and the unrelenting rise of the transnational corporation.
As well as introducing the "mainstream" ideologies of Liberalism, Conservatism
and Socialism, this text examines challenges from nationalist, feminist and Green
thinkers, amongst others. Now in its third edition, it includes a new chapter on
anarchism and assesses the continuing disillusionment of Britain with the ideas
of the "Westminster elite".
This book aims to deepen public understanding of the community college and to
challenge our longstanding reliance on a deficit model for defining this important,
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powerful, and transformative institution. Featuring a unique combination of data
and research, Sullivan seeks to help redefine, update, and reshape public
perception about community colleges. This book gives serious attention to
student voices, and includes narratives written by community college students
about their experiences attending college at an open admissions institution.
Sullivan examines the history of the modern community college and the
economic model that is driving much of the current discussion in higher education
today. Sullivan argues that the community college has done much to promote
social justice and economic equality in America since the founding of the modern
community college in 1947 by the Truman Commission.
This edited volume advances our understanding of urban activism beyond the
social movement theorization dominated by thesis of political opportunity
structure and resource mobilization, as well as by research based on experience
from the global north. Covering a diversity of urban actions from a broad range of
countries in both hemispheres as well as the global north and global south, this
unique collection notably focuses on non-institutionalised or localised urban
actions that have the potential to bring about radical structural transformation of
the urban system and also addresses actions in authoritarian regimes that are
too sensitive to call themselves “movement”. It addresses localized issues cut off
from international movements such as collective consumption issues, like clean
water, basic shelter, actions against displacement or proper venues for street
vendors, and argues that the integration of the actions in cities in the global south
with the specificity of their local social and political environment is as pivotal as
their connection with global movement networks or international NGOs. A key
read for researchers and policy makers cutting across the fields of urban
sociology, political science, public policy, geography, regional studies and
housing studies, this text provides an interdisciplinary and international
perspective on 21st century urban activism in the global north and south.
This collection of original, interdisciplinary essays addresses the work of Monty Python
members beyond the comedy show, films, and live performances. These men are prolific
creators in a variety of artistic realms beyond the confines of the comedy troupe. Their work as
individuals, before and after coming together as Monty Python, demonstrates a restless
curiosity about culture that embraces absurdity but seldom becomes cynical. Python members
collectively and individually create unique approaches to theatre, film, video games, comic
books, business training videos and more. Python Beyond Python increases our understanding
of this often neglected work and the meanings of Monty Python.
What is life like on this island? With a tent and a rusty bike, J.D. Taylor set off to find out. No
other subject has spilt so much ink as Britain today. But whilst assuming a monopoly on
national identity, a London-based elite has proven a poor forecaster of the political weather
around the island. Sceptical and inquisitive, Taylor instead cycled all round Britain, interviewing
and staying with strangers from all walks of life. Without a map and travelling with the most
basic of gear, the journey revels in serendipity and schadenfreude. Island Story weaves
histories, experiences and ideas to tell another kind of story: one of rebellion and retail parks,
migration and inertia, pessimism and disappearing ways of life, and a fiery, unrealised desire
for collective belonging and power. Think you know the island? Island Story will have you think
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again.
What would it take to make society better ? This book looks at what is needed to prevent the
proliferation of harm and the graduai collapse of civil society. Building better societies argues
that social scientists need to cast aside their commitment to the established order and its
ideological support systems, look ahead at the likely outcomes of various interventions, provide
practical steps and policy programmes, and move to the forefront of informed political debate.
This collection represents a tool to broaden and deepen our geographical, institutional, and
historical understanding of the term totalitarianism. Is totalitarianism only found in ‘other’
societies? How come, then, it emerged historically in ‘ours’ first? How come it developed in so
many countries either in Western Europe (Italy, Germany, Portugal, and Spain) or under
implicit Western forms of coercion (Latin America)? How do relations between individual(s),
mass and the visual arts relate to totalitarian trends? These are among the questions this book
asks about totalitarianism. The volume does not impose a ‘one size fits all’ interpretation, but
opens new spaces for debate on the connection between the visual arts and mass-culture in
totalitarian societies. From the Mediterranean to Scandinavia, from Western Europe to Latin
America, from the fascism of the early 20th century to contemporary forms of totalitarian
control, and from cinema to architecture, the chapters included in TotArt bring expertise,
historical sensibility and political awareness to bear on this varied range of phenomena. This
collection offers international contributions on visual, performing and plastic arts. The chapters
range from examination of comics to study of YouTube videos and American newsreels, from
Italian, Spanish, Portuguese, and Uruguayan cinemas to more contemporary American films
and TV series, from painters and sculptors to the study of urban spaces.
This volume explores the influence of professional service firms on public policy-making from a
global perspective. Drawing on cases studies from around the world, researchers from different
disciplinesincluding sociology, political science, geography, anthropology, history, and
management studiesexamine how professional service firms have generated power in the
policy-making process. The chapters further investigate the structure and organization of these
firms and their relationship with public agencies. They discuss the impact of strategies,
techniques and models promoted by these firms on political decision-making. And they analyze
how these firms have contributed to the formation of global policy-pipelines, facilitating the
quick diffusion of policy ideas across time and space. Exposing how professional advisors can
undermine democratic decision-making, the chapters in this book explore the potential for
resistance and regulation of public-private relationships. Chris Hurl is Assistant Professor in the
Department of Sociology and Anthropology at Concordia University in Montreal, Canada. His
research investigates urban governance, state formation, and the politics of the public sector in
Canada. Anne Vogelpohl is a Geographer and holds a Professorship for Social Sciences at
HAW Hamburg, Germany. She investigates contradictions between expertise and participation
and between global politics and urban everyday life.
Topologies of Power amounts to a radical departure in the way that power and space have
been understood. It calls into question the very idea that power is simply extended across a
given territory or network, and argues that power today has a new found ‘reach’. Topological
shifts have subtly altered the reach of power, enabling governments, corporations and NGOs
alike to register their presence through quieter, less brash forms of power than domination or
overt control. In a world in which proximity and distance increasingly play across one another,
topology offers an insight into how power remains continuous under transformation: the same
but different in its ability to shape peoples’ lives. Drawing upon a range of political, economic
and cultural illustrations, the book sets out a clear and accessible account of the topological
workings of power in the contemporary moment. It will be invaluable for both students and
academics in human geography, politics, sociology, and cultural studies.
The Critique of Commodification -- A Theory of Commodification -- Politics of Commodification
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-- Consequences of Commodification -- Limits of Commodification -- Rediscovering Use Value
-- Alternatives to Commodification: Use Value Society.
Private IslandWhy Britain Now Belongs to Someone ElseVerso Books
How did Britain’s economy become a bastion of inequality? In this landmark book, the author
of The New Enclosure provides a forensic examination and sweeping critique of early-twentyfirst-century capitalism. Brett Christophers styles this as ‘rentier capitalism’, in which
ownership of key types of scarce assets—such as land, intellectual property, natural resources,
or digital platforms—is all-important and dominated by a few unfathomably wealthy companies
and individuals: rentiers. If a small elite owns today’s economy, everybody else foots the bill.
Nowhere is this divergence starker, Christophers shows, than in the United Kingdom, where
the prototypical ills of rentier capitalism—vast inequalities combined with entrenched economic
stagnation—are on full display and have led the country inexorably to the precipice of Brexit.
With profound lessons for other countries subject to rentier dominance, Christophers’
examination of the UK case is indispensable to those wanting not just to understand this
insidious economic phenomenon but to overcome it. Frequently invoked but never previously
analysed and illuminated in all its depth and variety, rentier capitalism is here laid bare for the
first time.

When we are told so regularly that we live in a ‘post truth’ age and are surrounded by
‘fake news’, it can be tempting to think of politics as primarily mediated. Discussion
and analysis of public affairs is preoccupied with the power and reach of platforms or
the passion and rage of social media exchanges. As important as these issues may be,
a focus on the communicative risks downgrading the political. Media, Democracy and
Social Change puts politics back into political communications. It shows how within a
digital media ecology, the wider context of neoliberal capitalism remains essential for
understanding what political communications is, and can hope to be. Tackling broad
themes of structural inequality, technological change, political realignment and social
transformation, the book explores political communications as it relates to debates
around the state, infrastructures, elites, populism, political parties, activism, the legacies
of colonialism, and more. It is both an expert introduction to the field of political
communications, and a critical intervention to help re-imagine what a democratic
politics might mean in a digital age. It will be essential reading for students, researchers
and activists. Aeron Davis, Natalie Fenton, Des Freedman and Gholam Khiabany all
work at the Department of Media and Communication at Goldsmiths, University of
London, where they teach together on the MA in Political Communications.
A milestone in the understanding of British history and imperialism, this groundbreaking book radically reinterprets the course of modern economic development and
the causes of overseas expansion during the past three centuries. Employing their
concept of 'gentlemanly capitalism', the authors draw imperial and domestic British
history together to show how the shape of the nation and its economy depended on
international and imperial ties, and how these ties were undone to produce the postcolonial world of today. Containing a significantly expanded and updated Foreword and
Afterword, this third edition assesses the development of the debate since the book’s
original publication, discusses the imperial era in the context of the controversy over
globalization, and shows how the study of the age of empires remains relevant to
understanding the post-colonial world. Covering the full extent of the British empire from
China to South America and taking a broad chronological view from the seventeenth
century to post-imperial Britain today, British Imperialism: 1688–2015 is the perfect read
Page 7/11

Download Free Private Island Why Britain Now Belongs To Someone Else
for all students of imperial and global history.
Britain’s leading radical updates his attack on the failures of the political centre ground.
In this fully updated edition of his coruscating polemic, Tariq Ali shows how, since 1989,
politics has become a contest to see who can best serve the needs of the market. In
this urgent and wide-ranging case for the prosecution, Ali looks at the people and the
events that have informed this moment across the world. This reaches its logical
conclusion with the presidency of Donald Trump, the success of En Marche in France
and the dominance of Merkel's Germany through Europe. But are we starting to see
cracks within the fabric of the extreme centre? In a series of new chapters Ali suggests
that there is room for hope. He finds promise in developments in Latin America and at
the edges of Europe. Emerging parties across Europe, Greece and Spain, formed out
of the 2008 crisis, are offering new hope for democracy. In the UK, the rise of Jeremy
Corbyn indicates that the hegemony of the centre may be weaker than imagined.
What kind of world have we created? Increasing numbers of us live in fear of losing our
homes and jobs, many forced to rely on the charity of food banks to feed ourselves and
our children. Many of us live on the streets in utter destitution, often with mental health
problems, and no-one seems to care. Many more of us live in poor countries where for
want of clean water and basic sanitation we must watch helplessly as our children and
infants die in their millions every year. At the other end of the scale some of us have
wealth that can't be consumed in a thousand lifetimes. Then there are the
environmental dangers that we all face - scarcity of fresh water; widespread pollution of
the air, sea and rivers; deforestation; loss of biodiversity; and above all climate change and our governments, severely handicapped by those of us with vested interests,
unable to take the decisive action that is necessary to combat them. Why is it that the
world's abundant wealth is spread so lavishly for the very few and so thinly for the very
many? Why is it that we understand so well the dire consequences awaiting us from
environmental catastrophe yet seem unable to do more than a fraction of what is
required? This book presents the results of an exploration into these concerns by
someone who feels deeply disturbed by them; who feels that people in great numbers
are being squeezed beyond breaking point; who feels that we are racing headlong
towards a cliff edge with people who claim to be in control but whose hands are tied.
The exploration bore fruit. It revealed that the major systems that underpin the modern
world maintain themselves by widespread exploitation of the disadvantaged, made
possible by equally widespread ignorance of how it happens. It doesn't have to be that
way. We can turn a world on a collision course with nature into a world sustainable for
the very long term. We can turn a cruel world into a kind world, but to do so requires a
broad public understanding of what is really going on. The purpose of this book is to
help provide that understanding.
In this book bestselling author John McLeod examines the multiple ways in which
research can be used to inform and enhance counselling practice. The author
discusses how research impacts on policy and practice, covering research knowledge,
values, research awareness and skills. Further chapters cover: Using research to
understand the therapy process and outcomes Using research to make sense of other
lives Using client feedback to enhance practice Using research to build professional
networks and effective organisations. The book can be used throughout training on
counselling, psychotherapy and counselling psychology courses, to support the
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development of professional competencies and personal development. It will also be
valuable reading for both practitioners and researchers.
Incorporating insights from political economy and behavioural psychology, this radical
book provides an up-to-date account of the dilemmas facing social policy this decade:
where did we go wrong, and what we can do about it?
“The essential public good that Margaret Thatcher, Tony Blair and now Cameron sell is
not power stations, or trains, or hospitals. It’s the public itself. it’s us.” In a little over a
generation the bones and sinews of the British economy – rail, energy, water, postal
services, municipal housing – have been sold to remote, unaccountable private owners,
often from overseas. In a series of brilliant portraits the award-winning novelist and
journalist James Meek shows how Britain’s common wealth became private, and the
impact it has had on us all: from the growing shortage of housing to spiralling energy
bills. Meek explores the human stories behind the incremental privatization of the nation
over the last three decades. He shows how, as our national assets are sold, ordinary
citizens are handed over to private tax-gatherers, and the greatest burden of taxes
shifts to the poorest. In the end, it is not only public enterprises that have become
private property, but we ourselves. Urgent, powerfully written and deeply moving, this is
a passionate anatomy of the state of the nation: of what we have lost and what losing it
cost us – the rent we must pay to exist on this private island.
This book looks beyond the Aylesbury’s public face by examining its rise and fall from
the perspective of those who knew it, based largely on the oral testimony and memoir
of residents and former residents, youth and community workers, borough Councillors,
officials, police officers and architects. What emerges is not a simple story of definitive
failures, but one of texture and complexity, struggle and accord, family and friends, and
of rapidly changing circumstances. The study spans the years 1967 to 2010 – from the
estate’s ambitious inception until the first of its blocks were pulled down. It is a period
rarely dealt with by historians of council housing, who have typically confined
themselves to the years before or after the 1979 watershed. As such, it demonstrates
how shifts in housing policy, and broader political, economic and social developments,
came to bear on a working-class community – for good and, more especially, for ill.
The anatomy of Britain on the edge of Brexit, by Orwell Prize winning journalist Since
Britain’s 2016 referendum on EU membership, the nation has been profoundly split:
one side fantasizing that the referendum will never be acted upon, the other entrenched
in questionable assumptions about reclaimed sovereignty and independence.
Underlying the cleavage are primal myths, deeper histories, and political folk-legends.
James Meek, “the George Orwell of our times,” goes in search of the stories and
consequences arising out of a nation’s alienation from itself. In Dreams of Leaving and
Remaining, Meek meets farmers and fishermen intent on exiting the EU despite the
loss of protections they will incur. He reports on a Cadbury’s factory shut down and
moved to Poland in the name of free market economics, exploring the impact on the
local community left behind. He charts how the NHS is coping with the twin burdens of
austerity and an aging population. Dreams of Leaving and Remaining is urgent
reporting from one of Britain’s finest journalists. James Meek asks what we can
recover from the debris of an old nation as we head towards new horizons, and what
we must leave behind. There are no easy answers, and what he creates instead is a
masterly portrait of an anxious, troubled nation.
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About the first edition: "School governors will find this a sound and practical guide to the nature
of their responsibilities and the process of managing their workload. It is well researched,
based on vast experience, illustrated from the best practice, free from jargon – and always
interesting." Joan Sallis. Described by the National Association of Governors and Managers as
"definitely a ‘must’ for your bookshelf"; reviewed in the Times Educational Supplement as an
"essential guide to help governors". This book is about governing schools – about how a
governing board made up largely of ‘ordinary’ people with no professional educational
experience, working in partnership with professional leaders, can help to make schools better.
It is intended for governors in schools in England and Wales, in other parts of the world where
lay people engage in school leadership, and for people who work with governors. Improving
School Governance examines: How school governors got to be where they are today How
governing boards do their jobs How individual governors can best contribute to their schools
Governors’ accountability The nature of governors’ meetings The rights that governors have
The relationships between governors and the headteacher The role of governing boards in
school inspection Governors’ relationships with parents and the wider community How to
evaluate the performance and impact of governing boards What the future might hold for statefunded schools and their governance What national strategic issues will need to be addressed
by governing boards in the next five to ten years
Focusing on the British NHS, this book reviews some of the key contemporary debates
concerning health systems and how they have shaped the way that health care has, and is,
evolving.
How the British government packaged and sold its people to the world. In a little over a
generation the bones and sinews of the British economy – rail, energy, water, postal services,
municipal housing – have been sold to remote, unaccountable private owners. In a series of
brilliant portraits James Meek shows how Britain’s common wealth became private, and the
impact it has had on us all. In a series of panoramic accounts, Meek explores the human
stories behind the incremental privatization of the nation over the last three decades. As our
national assets are being sold, the new buyers reap the rewards, and the ordinary consumer is
left to pay the ever rising bill. Urgent, powerfully written and deeply moving, Private Island is a
passionate anatomy of the state of the nation for readers of Chavs and Whoops!.
This topical book considers the economic, political and social consequences of the economic
crisis, the nature of social protection and the dynamics of the current crisis of regulation. It is
unique in documenting how economic and social welfare are inconsistent with corporate
freedom.
The entirely revised third edition of Research with Children forms a unique resource book on
the methodology of childhood research with a core emphasis on theory driven practices. As in
the previous two editions, this edition presents particular standpoints in the field, whilst also
reflecting the latest developments in the now well-established interdisciplinary field of
childhood studies. A rich collection of contributions from leading researchers across a range of
disciplinary backgrounds, research practices and theoretical perspectives discuss central
questions of epistemology and methodology, demonstrating the links between theory and
practice. This edition includes exciting new chapters on: Internet-based research and
contemporary technology, Family based research, Children as researchers, Participatory
research in the global context, New directions for childhood research. Both theoretical and
practical questions are set out in a well-argued fashion that enables easier navigation through
the various complexities of the epistemological and methodological questions arising in
contemporary research practices with children. As such, this text will appeal to both the
newcomer to childhood studies and to experienced researchers in the field. With fully updated
chapters, new material and a revised, clearer structure, this new edition will be a valuable
resource for researchers working with children.
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