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Beliefs about the origin of the Earth and the men,
animals, plants, and various topographical features seem
to survive with greater persistence than any other trait of
primitive culture. These beliefs lie at the base of nearly
all religions, and the myths in which the beliefs are
preserved are the foundation of literature. Therefore, the
preservation and study of origin myths are of much
importance in the reconstruction of the history of
humanity, which is the chief aim of anthropology.
The peoples of the Philippines have rich and varied
mythology, yet little has been explored, but which will
one day command much attention. Among the
Christianized peoples of the plains, the myths are
preserved chiefly as folk tales, but in the mountains, their
recitation and preservation are a real and living part of
the people's daily religious life. Very few of these myths
are written; the great majority are preserved by oral
tradition. Bizarrely, this region's Mythology seems
connected to various other world mythologies, in some
cases almost identical.
Until recent years, it has been believed that all ancient
records written in the syllabic alphabets which the
Filipinos possessed at the time of the Spanish conquest
had been lost.
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World myth deciphered and organized into a coherent
story of our past. It is almost impossible to read world
mythology without noticing common threads and patterns
that seem to paint a bigger picture. A story told by our
ancient ancestors for future generations to remember
and learn. What if the eyewitnesses to past events were
taken seriously? What if we listen to their stories with
unbiased ears, free of assumptions? What if their stories
were backed up by scientific discoveries? What if the
myths can explain the mysteries?
This book examines foundation myths told about the
Ionian cities during the archaic and classical periods. It
uses these myths to explore the complex and changing
ways in which civic identity was constructed in Ionia,
relating this to the wider discourses about ethnicity and
cultural difference that were current in the Greek world at
this time. The Ionian cities seem to have rejected
oppositional models of cultural difference which set in
contrast East and West, Europe and Asia, Greek and
Barbarian, opting instead for a more fluid and nuanced
perspective on ethnic and cultural distinctions. The
conclusions of this book have far-reaching implications
for our understanding of Ionia, but also challenge current
models of Greek ethnicity and identity, suggesting that
there was a more diverse conception of Greekness in
antiquity than has often been assumed.
These 130 articles Aisan mythologies and cover such
topics as Buddhist and Hindu symbolic systems, myth in
pre-Islamic Iran, Chinese cosmology and demons, and
the Japanese conceptions of the afterlife and the "vital
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spirit". Also includes myths from Turkey, Korea, Tibet,
and Mongolia. Illustrations.
There is a considerable difference between real history
and discourse history - this book stems from this idea.
The author points out that history is constantly
reconstructed, adapted and sometimes mythified from
the perspective of the present day, of present states of
mind and ideologies. Boia closely examines the process
of historical culture and conscience in nineteenth and
twentieth century Romania, particularly concentrating on
the impact of the national ideology on history. Based
upon his findings, the author identifies several key
mythical configurations and analyses the manner in
which Romanians have reconstituted their own highly
ideologized history over the last two centuries. The
strength of History and Myth in Romanian
Consciousness lies in the author's ability to fully
deconstruct the entire Romanian historiographic system
and demonstrate the increasing acuteness of national
problems in general, and in particular the exploitation of
history to support national ideology.
ÊThe American creation myths, as far as we know them,
form simply a series of accounts of the conflicts,
happenings, and various methods by which the first
world was changed into the world now existing. This
change was effected in various ways. In the myths of
certain tribes or nations, it is mainly by struggles
between hostile personages. One god of great power
and character overcomes a vast number of opponents,
and changes each into some beast, bird, plant, or insect;
but always the resultant beast or other creature
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corresponds in some power of mind or in some leading
quality of character with the god from whose position it
has fallen. In certain single cases opponents are closely
matched, they are nearly equal in combat; the struggle
between them is long, uncertain, and difficult. At last,
when one side is triumphant, the victor says, ÒHereafter
you will be nothing but a ÑÑÓ; and he tells what the
vanquished is to be. But at this point the vanquished
turns on the victor and sends his retort like a Parthian
arrow, ÒYou will be nothing but a ÑÑÓ; and he declares
what his enemy is to be. The metamorphosis takes place
immediately on both sides, and each departs in the form
which the enemy seemed to impose, but which really
belonged to him. There are cases in which the hero
transforms numerous and mighty enemies indirectly
through a special wish which he possesses. For
example, a certain myth hero brings it about that a large
company of the first people are invited to a feast, and
while all are eating with great relish he slips out unnoted,
walks around the house, and utters, as he goes, the
magic formula: ÒI wish the walls of this house to be flint,
the roof also.Ó Next moment the whole house is flintwalled, the roof is flint also. After that he says, ÒI wish
this house to be red-hot.Ó It is red-hot immediately. His
enemies inside are in a dreadful predicament; they rush
about wildly, they roar, they look for an opening; there is
none, they see no escape, they find no issue. Their
heads burst from heat. Out of one head springs an owl,
and flies away through the smoke-hole; out of another a
buzzard, which escapes through the same place; out of
the third comes a hawk, which follows the other two; out
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of a fourth some other bird. Thus the action continues till
every head in the flint house bursts open and lets out its
occupant. All fly away, and thus the whole company is
metamorphosed. Each turns into that which his qualities
called for, which his nature demanded; he becomes
outwardly and visibly that which before he had been
internally and in secret.
"My object in this lesson is to present the myths, the
ancient, fictitious and fanciful narratives concerning the
gods, in such a manner as to enable you to see the utter
absurdity of the idea that the religion of the Bible is of
mythical origin. Myths are fictitious narratives, having an
analogy more or less remote to something real. From
this definition you discover that a myth is always a
counterfeit, and as such always appears in evidence in
favor of something more or less remote, that is true.
Now, if the Bible had a mythical origin, it sustains some
analogy to something found in the mythical or fictitious
and fanciful narratives concerning the gods, and is
therefore the myth of a myth; the counterfeit of a
counterfeit. If such be the truth in the case, where do we
find the origin of the myths from which "Bible myths"
have descended? "

Origin stories are a recurring motif in the history of
political thought. Presented as narratives that
describe the beginnings of politics and power, these
stories are among the most provocative and
politically contentious means by which Western
society organizes and represents its experience.
Indeed, as scripts of citizenship, origin stories seek
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to manufacture consent to a preconceived - and
hierarchical - political vision. Joanne H. Wright's
Origin Stories in Political Thought examines Plato's
Timaeus, Hobbes's story of the state of nature and
the social contract, and early Second Wave feminist
stories about the beginnings of patriarchal social
relations. Using a historically sensitive, feminist
methodology, Wright documents and deconstructs
the tradition of telling origin stories in the larger
history of political thought. Although individual tales
have been assessed in current scholarship, the motif
of the origin story itself has, until now, escaped
systematic analysis. With meticulous research and
convincing conclusions, Origin Stories in Political
Thought makes a groundbreaking and valuable
contribution to both feminist and political studies.
My object in this lesson is to present the myths, the
ancient, fictitious and fanciful narratives concerning
the gods, in such a manner as to enable you to see
the utter absurdity of the idea that the religion of the
Bible is of mythical origin. Myths are fictitious
narratives, having an analogy more or less remote to
something real. From this definition you discover that
a myth is always a counterfeit, and as such always
appears in evidence in favor of something more or
less remote, that is true. Now, if the Bible had a
mythical origin, it sustains some analogy to
something found in the mythical or fictitious and
fanciful narratives concerning the gods, and is
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therefore the myth of a myth; the counterfeit of a
counterfeit. If such be the truth in the case, where do
we find the origin of the myths from which "Bible
myths" have descended? Is it found in the true God
presiding over the elements of nature and the
destinies of men, as well as the events of creation
and providence? Or, can it be possible that we have
many counterfeits without a genuine? Many myths
sustaining no analogy, either near or remote, to
anything real? It is an absurdity, destructive of the
term employed, because myths cease to be myths
without some near or remote relation to realities.
Using the Hebrew Book of Josippon as a prism, this
study analyzes the dialogue surrounding Jewish
history among Renaissance humanists.
Notwithstanding its focus on the Renaissance, the
author’s analysis extends to the consumption of
Josippon in the High Middle Ages and into
interpretations by sixteenth- and seventeenthcentury humanists. With a focus on both Christian
and Jewish discourse, the author examines the
mythical and historical narratives that developed
from Josippon.
How do we construct national identities in discourse?
Which topics, which discursive strategies and which
linguistic devices are employed to construct national
sameness and uniqueness on the one hand, and
differences to other national collectives on the other
hand? The Discursive Construction of National
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Identity analyses discourses of national identity in
Europe with particular attention to Austria.In the
tradition of critical discourse analysis, the authors
analyse current and on-going transformations in the
self-and other definition of national identities using
an innovative interdisciplinary approach which
combines discourse-historical theory and
methodology and political science perspectives.
Thus, the rhetorical promotion of national
identification and the discursive construction and
reproduction of national difference on public, semipublic and semi-private levels within a nation state
are analysed in much detail and illustrated with a
huge amount of examples taken from many genres
(speeches, focus-groups, interviews, media, and so
forth). In addition to the critical discourse analysis of
multiple genres accompanying various
commemorative and celebratory events in 1995, this
extended and revised edition is able to draw
comparisons with similar events in 2005. The impact
of socio-political changes in Austria and in the
European Union is also made transparent in the
attempts of constructing hegemonic national
identities.
Revaluing Roman Cyprus provides an examination
of the history of Roman Cyprus and its place in the
Roman Empire. Hussein shows that Cyprus was an
active site of Roman political culture and an
important crossroads in the eastern Mediterranean.
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The Sacred Identity of Ephesos offers a full-length
interpretation of one of the largest known bequests
in the Classical world, made to the city of Ephesos in
AD 104 by a wealthy Roman equestrian, and
challenges some of the basic assumptions made
about the significance of the Greek cultural
renaissance known as the ‘Second Sophistic’.
Professor Rogers shows how the civic rituals created
by the foundation symbolised a contemporary social
hierarchy, and how the ruling class used foundation
myths - the birth of the goddess Artemis in a grove
above the city – as a tangible source of power, to be
wielded over new citizens and new gods. Utilising an
innovative methodology for analysing large
inscriptions, Professor Rogers argues that the
Ephesians used their past to define their present
during the Roman Empire, shedding new light on
how second-century Greeks maintained their
identities in relation to Romans, Christians, and
Jews.
Surely the ancient Greeks would have been baffled
to see what we consider their "mythology." Here,
Claude Calame mounts a powerful critique of
modern-day misconceptions on this front and the lax
methodology that has allowed them to prevail. He
argues that the Greeks viewed their abundance of
narratives not as a single mythology but as an
"archaeology." They speculated symbolically on key
historical events so that a community of believing
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citizens could access them efficiently, through ritual
means. Central to the book is Calame's rigorous and
fruitful analysis of various accounts of the foundation
of that most "mythical" of the Greek
colonies--Cyrene, in eastern Libya. Calame opens
with a magisterial historical survey demonstrating
today's misapplication of the terms "myth" and
"mythology." Next, he examines the Greeks'
symbolic discourse to show that these modern
concepts arose much later than commonly believed.
Having established this interpretive framework,
Calame undertakes a comparative analysis of six
accounts of Cyrene's foundation: three by Pindar
and one each by Herodotus (in two different
versions), Callimachus, and Apollonius of Rhodes.
We see how the underlying narrative was shaped in
each into a poetically sophisticated, distinctive form
by the respective medium, a particular poetical
genre, and the specific socio-historical
circumstances. Calame concludes by arguing in
favor of the Greeks' symbolic approach to the past
and by examining the relation of mythos to poetry
and music.
The study of the myths of preliterate society is at
times a painstaking venture because of the often
rather unfortunate misinterpretation of these myths
as false stories based on imagination. But myth, as a
lived religious experience of a particular cultural
society asserts the necessity for expression of
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transcendent realities which in turn are expressed in
symbolic forms. It governs the faith and controls the
conduct of the people who live the myths in their
ritual ceremonies. As a narrative resurrection of
primordial reality with normative influence myth
satisfies deep religious needs, fixes customs,
sanctions and modes of behaviour. This work
undertakes to show that religious myths of the
preliterate society - especially the myths of creation
of man and the origin of death - are not illusive
stories concocted to deceive common mind but
rather mental deductions of the preliterate mind of
the history of his religion, the knowledge of his origin,
death and the hereafter.
Every day stories from American history that are not true are
repeated in museums and classrooms across the country.
Some are outright fabrications; others contain a kernel of
truth that has been embellished over the years. Collaborating
with The Colonial Williamsburg Foundation, Mary Miley
Theobald has uncovered the truth behind many widely
repeated myth-understandings in our history in Death by
Petticoat including: * Hat makers really were driven mad.
They were poisoned by the mercury used in making hats from
furs. Their symptoms included hallucinations, tremors, and
twitching, which looked like insanity to people of the 17th and
18th centuries--and the phrase "mad as a hatter" came about.
* The idea that portrait painters gave discounts if their
subjects posed with one hand inside the vest (so they didn't
have to paint fingers and leading to the saying that something
"costs an arm and a leg") is strictly myth. It isn't likely that
Napoleon, King George III, or George Washington were
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concerned about getting a discount from their portrait
painters. Pregnant women secluded themselves indoors,
uneven stairs were made to trip up burglars, people bathed
once a year, women had tiny waists, apprenticeships lasted
seven years--Death by Petticoat reveals the truth about these
hysterical historical myth-understandings.
Drawing on both published and archived archaeological
evidence, this copiously illustrated book revolutionises our
understanding of early Roman London.
Drawing on the sun, moon, dragon, phoenix, Nuwa, Yandi,
Huangdi and other widely circulated cultural elements as
examples, this book addresses the development and
evolution of the most representative Chinese creation myths
regarding nature, totems, ancestors and saints. The book not
only interprets key creation myths, but also elaborates on the
connection between the myths and some of the core values
and concepts in Chinese civilization. For example, the long
and jade culture is rooted in the Yellow Emperor’s revered
jade weapon. Further, the book reveals the kernels of truth in
the myths by presenting new research findings and research
methods.
Niels Peter Lemche focuses on the way Israelites understood
themselves at different points in history--before, within, and
after the monarchy. This book is essential reading for anyone
interested in understanding Israel's rich history. Volumes in
the Library of Ancient Israel draw on multiple disciplines--such
as archaeology, anthropology, sociology, linguistics, and
literary criticism--to illuminate the everyday realities and social
subtleties these ancient cultures experienced. This series
employs sophisticated methods resulting in original
contributions that depict the reality of the people behind the
Hebrew Bible and interprets these insights for a wide variety
of readers.
Scholars of early modern Italy and of Italian and European
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history in general will find much to ponder in Marino's keen
insights and compelling arguments.
The Columbia History of Chinese Literature is a
comprehensive yet portable guide to China's vast literary
traditions. Stretching from earliest times to the present, the
text features original contributions by leading specialists
working in all genres and periods. Chapters cover poetry,
prose, fiction, and drama, and consider such contextual
subjects as popular culture, the impact of religion, the role of
women, and China's relationship with non-Sinitic languages
and peoples. Opening with a major section on the linguistic
and intellectual foundations of Chinese literature, the
anthology traces the development of forms and movements
over time, along with critical trends, and pays particular
attention to the premodern canon.
Romania occupies a unique position on the map of Eastern
Europe. It is a country that presents many paradoxes. In this
book the preeminent Romanian historian Lucian Boia
examines his native land's development from the Middle Ages
to modern times, delineating its culture, history, language,
politics and ethnic identity. Boia introduces us to the heroes
and myths of Romanian history, and provides an enlightening
account of the history of Romanian Communism. He shows
how modernization and the influence of the West have
divided the nation - town versus country, nationalists versus
pro-European factions, the elite versus the masses - and
argues that Romania today is in chronic difficulty as it tries to
fix its identity and envision a future for itself. The book
concludes with a tour of Bucharest, whose houses, streets
and public monuments embody Romania's traditional values
and contemporary contradictions.
Over the course of a thousand years, from 600 to 1600 CE,
the Java Sea was dominated by a ring of maritime kingdoms
whose rulers engaged in long-distance raiding, trading, and
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marriage alliances with one another. And the Sun Pursued
the Moon explores the economic, political, and symbolic
processes by which early Makassar communities were
incorporated into this regional system. As successive empires
like Srivijaya, Kediri, Majapahit, and Melaka gained
hegemony over the region; they introduced different models
of kingship in peripheral areas like the Makassar coast of
South Sulawesi. As each successive model of royal power
gained currency, it became embedded in local myth and
ritual. To better understand the relationship between symbolic
knowledge and traditional royal authority in Makassar society,
Thomas Gibson draws on a wide range of sources and
academic disciplines. He shows how myth and ritual link
practical forms of knowledge (boat-building, navigation,
agriculture, warfare) to basic social categories such as
gender and hereditary rank, as well as to environmental,
celestial, and cosmological phenomena. He also shows how
concrete historical agents have used this symbolic
infrastructure to advance their own political and ideological
purposes. Gibson concludes by situating this material in
relation to Islam and to life-cycle rituals.

This timely study examines the processes by which
modern states are created within multiethnic societies.
How are national identities forged from countries made
up of peoples with different and often conflicting cultures,
languages, and histories? How successful is this
process? What is lost and gained from the emergence of
national identities? Natividad Gutirrez examines the
development of the modern Mexican state to address
these difficult questions. She describes how Mexican
national identity has been and is being created and
evaluates the effectiveness of that process of statebuilding. Her investigation is distinguished by a critical
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consideration of cross-cultural theories of nationalism
and the illuminating use of a broad range of data from
Mexican culture and history, including interviews with
contemporary indigenous intellectuals and students, an
analysis of public-school textbooks, and information
gathered from indigenous organizations. Gutirrez
argues that the modern Mexican state is buttressed by
pervasive nationalist myths of foundation, descent, and
heroism. These myths—expressed and reinforced
through the manipulation of symbols, public education,
and political discourse—downplay separate ethnic
identities and work together to articulate an overriding
nationalist ideology. The ideology girding the Mexican
state has not been entirely successful, however. This
study reveals that indigenous intellectuals and students
are troubled by the relationship between their nationalist
and ethnic identities and are increasingly questioning
official policies of integration.
First published in 2002. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor
& Francis, an informa company.
Throughout the ancient world, origin stories were told
across the ancient world in many different ways: through
poetry, prose, monumental and decorative arts, and
performance in civic and religious rituals. Foundation
myths, particularly those about the beginnings of cities
and societies, played an important role in the dynamics
of identity construction and in the negotiation of
diplomatic relationships between communities. Yet many
ancient communities had not one but several foundation
myths, offering alternative visions and interpretations of
their collective origins. Seeking to explain this plurality,
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Foundation Myths in Ancient Societies explores origin
stories from a range of classical and ancient societies,
covering both a broad chronological span (from Greek
colonies to the high Roman empire) and a wide
geographical area (from the central Mediterranean to
central Asia). Contributors explore the reasons several
different, sometimes contradictory myths might coexist or
even coevolve. Collectively, the chapters suggest that
the ambiguity and dissonance of multiple foundation
myths can sometimes be more meaningful than a single
coherent origin narrative. Foundation Myths in Ancient
Societies argues for a both/and approach to foundation
myths, laying a framework for understanding them in
dialogue with each other and within a wider mythic
context, as part of a wider discourse of origins.
Contributors: Lieve Donnellan, Alfred Hirt, Naoíse Mac
Sweeney, Rachel Mairs, Irad Malkin, Daniel Ogden,
Robin Osborne, Michael Squire, Susanne Turner.
Taking the absence of Aboriginal people in South
Australian settler descendants’ historical consciousness
as a starting point, 'Memory, Place and
Aboriginal–Settler History' combines the methodologies
and theories of historical enquiry, anthropology and
memory studies to investigate the multitudinous and
intertwined ways the colonial past is known, represented
and made sense of by current generations. Informed by
interviews and fieldwork conducted with settler and
Aboriginal descendants, oral histories, site visits and
personal experience, Skye Krichauff closely examines
the diverse but interconnected processes through which
the past is understood and narrated. 'Memory, Place and
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Aboriginal–Settler History' demonstrates how it is
possible to unsettle settler descendants’ consciousness
of the colonial past in ways that enable a tentative
connection with Aboriginal people and their experiences.
This book contains 175 tales drawn equally from the
ancient and modern periods of Korea, plus 16 further
tales provided for comparative purposes. Nothing else on
this scale or depth is available in any western language.
Three broad classes of material are included: foundation
myths of ancient states and clans, ancient folktales and
legends, modern folktales. Each narrative contains
information on its source and provenance, and on its
folklore type, similarities to folklore types from China,
Japan and elsewhere.
This major new work by Professor Anthony D. Smith
challenges thenotion of nationalism as a product of
modernity. Major new work by a leading historical
sociologist Challenges the prevailing idea of nationalism
as a product ofmodernity Demonstrates that different
political forms of community andcollective identity from
pre-modern times have contributed to theformation and
character of nations Analyzes the chronology and nature
of nations, from the ancientworld, to the European
Middle Ages, the early modern, and themodern eras
Discusses alternative destinies facing modern
nationstoday
At once a historical essay and a self-conscious
meditation on the writing of history, The Foundation of
Rome takes as its starting point a series of accounts of
Rome's origins offered over the course of centuries.
Alexandre Grandazzi places these accounts in their
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contemporary contexts and shows how the growing
sophistication in methodology gradually changed the
accepted views of the city's origins. He looks, for
example, at the hypercritical philology of the nineteenth
century which cast aside everything that could not be
verified. He then explains how the increase in
archaeological discoveries and changing archaeological
techniques influenced the story of Rome's birth.
Grandazzi produces a depiction of Rome's origins that is
both up-to-date and provocative. His use of scientific
parallels in describing changes in the ways texts were
analyzed and his broad familiarity with comparative
material make his synthesis particularly illuminating, and
he writes with clarity, verve, and wit.
"First edition, fully updated here, appeared as Goddelijke
Fantasie, Antwerp, Belgium with Houtekiet Publ. in
2000."--T.p. verso
Reevaluates the foundation myths of two rival factions in
Egypt during the Ottoman era.
Nearly every belief system in every part of the world has
its own distinctive answers to how the world was created,
often taking the form of a story or myth. These narratives
offer insight into a culture's values, its world view, and its
interpretations of the relationship between the individual,
society, and the divine.
Accompanying CD-ROM contains ... "all relevant
illustrations from the book, arranged in alphabetical order
according to mythological character. To increase the
usefulness of the [CD-ROM], supplementary images not
in the book have been added[.]"--P. xv.
This book is dealing with the study of mythology around
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the world, relating to and dealing with the interpretation
of myths, legends, and occasionally extending to logos,
speech. It explains myths and their allegorical narrative
pertaining to the gods, demigods, and legendary heroes
of a particular people and their branch of knowledge that
deals with a popular belief or assumption that has grown
up around someone or something. Myths explained as
traditional stories about the past, often including religious
or fantastic elements; as they can be found in all
societies, although they may function in different ways.
They may be attempts to explain the origins of the
universe and of mankind, the development of political
institutions, or the reasons for ritual practices, or they
may simply be told for the love of a good story.
Challenging both traditional and fashionable theories,
this collection of pieces from an international range of
contributors explores the separation of the human past
into history, archaeology and their related subdisciplines. Each case study challenges the validity of
this separation and asks how we can move to a more
holistic approach in the study of the relationship between
history and archaeology. While the focus is on the
ancient world, particularly Greece and Rome, rhe
lessons learnded in this book make it an essential
addition to all studies of history and archaeology.
'Origin Myths and Holy Places in the Old Testament'
examines the biblical narratives which describe the
origins of holy places. It argues for the Hellenistic origin
or redaction of most of these narratives. Three central
questions are addressed: are there common features in
biblical accounts about the foundation of places of
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worship; are there elements in the aetiological stories
that reveal the 'real' mythology/rituals of the sanctuary;
what were the circumstances of the creation of such
narratives?
Copyright: 3be2485adad020b1318600e15debb076

Page 20/20

Copyright : boskovicko.cz

