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In Forgotten Paths, Davide Del Bello draws on the insights of Giambattista Vico and examines exemplary texts from classical,
medieval, and Renaissance culture with the intent to trace the links between etymological and allegorical ways of knowing, writing,
thinking, and arguing
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Diophantine problems represent some of the strongest aesthetic attractions to algebraic geometry. They consist in giving criteria
for the existence of solutions of algebraic equations in rings and fields, and eventually for the number of such solutions. The
fundamental ring of interest is the ring of ordinary integers Z, and the fundamental field of interest is the field Q of rational
numbers. One discovers rapidly that to have all the technical freedom needed in handling general problems, one must consider
rings and fields of finite type over the integers and rationals. Furthermore, one is led to consider also finite fields, p-adic fields
(including the real and complex numbers) as representing a localization of the problems under consideration. We shall deal with
global problems, all of which will be of a qualitative nature. On the one hand we have curves defined over say the rational
numbers. Ifthe curve is affine one may ask for its points in Z, and thanks to Siegel, one can classify all curves which have infinitely
many integral points. This problem is treated in Chapter VII. One may ask also for those which have infinitely many rational points,
and for this, there is only Mordell's conjecture that if the genus is :;;; 2, then there is only a finite number of rational points.
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Vols. for 1964- have guides and journal lists.
This book introduces the concepts of linear algebra through the careful study of two and three-dimensional Euclidean
geometry. This approach makes it possible to start with vectors, linear transformations, and matrices in the context of
familiar plane geometry and to move directly to topics such as dot products, determinants, eigenvalues, and quadratic
forms. The later chapters deal with n-dimensional Euclidean space and other finite-dimensional vector space.
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