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This book introduces identity, one of the most iconic
concepts of our time, which is used ubiquitously but
rarely explained. It discusses the various uses of
'identity' separately for different fields of study philosophy, psychology, sociology, gender studies,
and linguistics. This book also compares Western
concepts and theories of identity with similar
concepts in other parts of the world. It explains how
contemporary trends in marketization and
globalization have made identity increasingly
important to us in the last 50 years. This book also
outlines the historical background to the concept of
identity.
Was love invented by European poets in the Middle
Ages or is it part of human nature? Will winning the
lottery really make you happy? Is it possible to build
robots that have feelings? In this Very Short
Introduction Dylan Evans explores these and many
other intriguing questions in this guide to the latest
thinking about the emotions. Drawing on a wide
range of scientific research, from anthropology and
psychology to neuroscience and artificial
intelligence, Evans takes the reader on a fascinating
journey into the human heart, discussing the
evolution of emotions and their biological basis, the
science of happiness, and the role that emotions
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play in memory and decision making. Greeted by
critics as a pop science classic when it was first
published in 2001, the book has now been
thoroughly revised and updated to incorporate new
developments in our understanding of emotions,
including new sections addressing the neural basis
of empathy and the emotional impact of films.
ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions
series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area.
These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get
ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors
combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.
Linguistics falls in the gap between arts and science,
on the edges of which the most fascinating
discoveries and the most important problems are
found. Rather than following the conventional
organization of many contemporary introductions to
the subject, the author of this stimulating guide
begins his discussion with the oldest, 'arts' end of the
subject and moves chronologically through to the
newest research - the 'science' aspects. A series of
short thematic chapters look in turn at such areas as
the prehistory of languages and their common
origins, language and evolution, language in time
and space (the nature of change inherent in
language), grammars and dictionaries (how
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systematic is language?), and phonetics. Explication
of the newest discoveries pertaining to language in
the brain completes the coverage of all major
aspects of linguistics from a refreshing and insightful
angle. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press
contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject
area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way
to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new
ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.
Do you think of atheists as immoral pessimists who
live their lives without meaning, purpose, or values?
Think again! Atheism: A Very Short Introduction sets
out to dispel the myths that surround atheism and
show how a life without religious belief can be
positive, meaningful, and moral.
A Short Introduction to Psychoanalysis offers a userfriendly introduction to arguably the most
misunderstood of all the psychological therapies.
This fully updated and revised Second Edition
explains what psychoanalysis really is and provides
the reader with an overview of its basic concepts,
historical development, critiques and research base.
Demonstrating the far reaching influence of
psychoanalysis, the authors - all practicing
psychoanalysts - describe how its concepts have
been applied beyond the consulting room and
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examine its place within the spectrum of other
psychological theories. The text is enlivened by
numerous clinical examples.
With the unveiling in 2009 of Jung's famous Red
Book-considered the most influential unpublished
work in the history of psychology-this great 20thcentury thinker is in the public eye more than ever
before. Here, Anthony Stevens lays out the basic
concepts of Jungian psychology; examines Jung's
views on such disparate subjects as myth, religion,
gender differences, dreams, and analysis; and
addresses the unjust allegation that Jung was a Nazi
sympathizer.
Anthony Storr offers a lucid and objective look at
Freud's major theories, evaluating whether they have
stood the test of time, and in the process examines
Freud himself in light of his own ideas.'a model
exercise in synthesis, and the final essay on the
'appeal' of psychotherapy is especially neat.'
-Independent
'I very soon had an opportunity to interpret Dora's
nervous coughing as the outcome of a fantasized
sexual situation.' A Case of Hysteria, popularly
known as the Dora Case, affords a rare insight into
how Freud dealt with patients and interpreted what
they told him. The 18-year-old 'Dora' was sent for
psychoanalysis by her father after threatening
suicide; as Freud's enquiries deepened, he
uncovered a remarkably unhappy and conflict-ridden
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family, with several competing versions of their story.
The narrative became a crucial text in the evolution
of his theories, combining his studies on hysteria and
his new theory of dream-interpretation with early
insights into the development of sexuality. The
unwitting preconceptions and prejudices with which
Freud approached his patient reveal his blindness
and the broader attitudes of turn-of-the-century
Viennese society, while his account of 'Dora's'
emotional travails is as gripping as a modern novel.
This new translation is accompanied by a substantial
introduction which sets the work in its biographical,
historical, and intellectual context, and offers a close
and critical analysis of the text itself. ABOUT THE
SERIES: For over 100 years Oxford World's Classics
has made available the widest range of literature
from around the globe. Each affordable volume
reflects Oxford's commitment to scholarship,
providing the most accurate text plus a wealth of
other valuable features, including expert
introductions by leading authorities, helpful notes to
clarify the text, up-to-date bibliographies for further
study, and much more.
Darwin's theory that our ancestors were apes caused a furore
in the scientific world and outside it when The Origin of
Species was published in 1859. Arguments still rage about
the implications of his evolutionary theory, and scepticism
about the value of Darwin's contribution to knowledge is
widespread. In this analysis of Darwin's major insights and
arguments, Jonathan Howard reasserts the importance of
Page 5/22

Online Library Freud A Very Short Introduction
Anthony Storr
Darwin's work for the development of modern biology.
ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series
from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in
almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the
perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.
This Very Short Introduction provides a concise overview of
the main themes of contemporary philosophy of science. After
a short history, the author goes on to investigate the nature of
scientific reasoning, scientific explanation and more.
"Andrew Scull examines the social, historical, and culturally
variable response to madness over the centuries, providing a
provocative and entertaining examination of mental illness
over more than two millennia."--P. [2] of cover.
The rise of psychotherapy has been one of the defining
features of the 20th century. In this Very Short Introduction,
Tom Burns and Eva Burns-Lundgren trace the development
of psychotherapy and counselling, from its origins in Freud's
psychoanalysis to the variety of different approaches on offer
today.
Albert Camus is one of the best known philosophers of the
twentieth century, as well as a widely read novelist. Active in
the first half of the twentieth century, his views contributed to
the rise of the philosophy known as absurdism, and his works
have inspired numerous movies, and even pop songs, and
are frequently referenced in contemporary politics. 0In this
Very Short Introduction Oliver Gloag explores the life and
work of a man full of contradictions, who occupied an
ambiguous position in troubled and conflicted times. A
fearless journalist who tirelessly investigated the terrible
conditions of people in French-occupied Algeria in the 1930s,
Camus also stated that the only salvation for France was to
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remain an "Arab Power". While he published articles during
the German Occupation in a clandestine resistance
newspaper, Camus also withdrew a chapter on Kafka to
ensure that his philosophical treatise would pass the Nazicontrolled censorship. Over the course of his life he ranged
from being strongly in favour of the death penalty to deploring
it in his philosophy.. Following a broad chronological
framework, Gloag explores the major philosophical and
literary works of Camus in the historical context in which they
were written and published, and analyses how the reception
and popularity of these works are connected with
contemporary political, social and cultural issues, shaping the
ideological landscape that surrounds us.
With over 140 million copies in print, and serving as the
principal proselytizing tool of one of the world's fastest
growing faiths, the Book of Mormon is undoubtedly one of the
most influential religious texts produced in the western world.
Written by Terryl Givens, a leading authority on Mormonism,
this compact volume offers the only concise, accessible
introduction to this extraordinary work. Givens examines the
Book of Mormon first and foremost in terms of the claims that
its narrators make for its historical genesis, its purpose as a
sacred text, and its meaning for an audience which shifts over
the course of the history it unfolds. The author traces five
governing themes in particular--revelation, Christ, Zion,
scripture, and covenant--and analyzes the Book's central
doctrines and teachings. Some of these resonate with familiar
nineteenth-century religious preoccupations; others consist of
radical and unexpected takes on topics from the fall of Man to
Christ's mortal ministries and the meaning of atonement.
Givens also provides samples of a cast of characters that
number in the hundreds, and analyzes representative
passages from a work that encompasses tragedy, poetry,
sermons, visions, family histories and military chronicles.
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Finally, this introduction surveys the contested origins and
production of a work held by millions to be scripture, and
reviews the scholarly debates that address questions of the
record's historicity. Here then is an accessible guide to what
is, by any measure, an indispensable key to understanding
Mormonism. But it is also an introduction to a compelling and
complex text that is too often overshadowed by the
controversies that surround it. About the Series: Combining
authority with wit, accessibility, and style, Very Short
Introductions offer an introduction to some of life's most
interesting topics. Written by experts for the newcomer, they
demonstrate the finest contemporary thinking about the
central problems and issues in hundreds of key topics, from
philosophy to Freud, quantum theory to Islam.
This title introduces a wide array of approaches to
understanding myth from varied disciplines. It uses the
famous ancient myth of Adonis to analyse the ideas and
individual approaches and theories of theorists such as
Sigmund Freud, Claude Lévi-Strauss, Albert Camus, and
Roland Barthes. This new edition considers the interactions of
myth theory with cognitive science, the implications of the
myth of Gaia, and the differences between story-telling and
myth, as well as the future study of myth.
What is 'nothing'? What remains when you take all the matter
away? Can empty space - a void - exist? This Very Short
Introduction explores the science and the history of the
elusive void: from Aristotle who insisted that the vacuum was
impossible, via the theories of Newton and Einstein, to our
very latest discoveries and why they can tell us extraordinary
things about the cosmos. Frank Close tells the story of how
scientists have explored the elusive void, and the rich
discoveries that they have made there. He takes the reader
on a lively and accessible history through ancient ideas and
cultural superstitions to the frontiers of current research. He
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describes how scientists discovered that the vacuum is filled
with fields; how Newton, Mach, and Einstein grappled with the
nature of space and time; and how the mysterious 'aether'
that was long ago supposed to permeate the void may now
be making a comeback with the latest research into the
'Higgs field'. We now know that the vacuum is far from being
empty - it seethes with virtual particles and antiparticles that
erupt spontaneously into being, and it also may contain
hidden dimensions that we were previously unaware of.
These new discoveries may provide answers to some of
cosmology's most fundamental questions: what lies outside
the universe, and, if there was once nothing, then how did the
universe begin? ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocketsized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject
quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis,
perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting
and challenging topics highly readable.
Are we born with our fears or do we learn them? Why do our
fears persist? What purpose does anxiety serve? In this Very
Short Introduction we discover what anxiety is, what causes
it, and how it can be treated. Looking at six major anxiety
disorders, the authors introduce us to this most ubiquitous
and essential of emotions.
Schopenhauer: A Very Short Introduction By Christopher
Janaway
Autobiography is one of the most popular of written forms.
From Casanova to Benjamin Franklin to the Kardashians,
individuals throughout history have recorded their own lives
and experiences. These personal writings are central to the
work of literary critics, philosophers, historians and
psychologists, who have found in autobiographies from
across the centuries not only an understanding of the ways in
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which lives have been lived, but the most fundamental
accounts of what it means to be a self in the world. In this
Very Short Introduction Laura Marcus defines what we mean
by 'autobiography', and considers its relationship with similar
literary forms such as memoirs, journals, letters, diaries, and
essays. Analysing the core themes in autobiographical
writing, such as confession, conversion and testimony;
romanticism and the journeying self; Marcus discusses the
autobiographical consciousness (and the roles played by
time, memory and identity), and considers the relationship
between psychoanalysis and autobiography. Exploring the
themes of self-portraiture and performance, Marcus also
discusses the ways in which fiction and autobiography have
shaped each other. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocketsized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject
quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis,
perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting
and challenging topics highly readable.
Modern Geography has come a long way from its historical
roots in exploring foreign lands, and simply mapping and
naming the regions of the world. Spanning both physical and
human Geography, the discipline today is unique as a subject
which can bridge the divide between the sciences and the
humanities, and between the environment and our society.
Using wide-ranging examples from global warming and oil, to
urbanization and ethnicity, this Very Short Introduction paints
a broad picture of the current state of Geography, its subject
matter, concepts and methods, and its strengths and
controversies. The book’s conclusion is no less than a
manifesto for Geography’s future. ABOUT THE SERIES: The
Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press
contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area.
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These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in
a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
Humour is a universal feature of human life. It has been
discovered in every known human culture, and thinkers have
discussed it for over two thousand years. In this Very Short
Introduction Noel Carroll considers the nature and value of
humour: from its leading theories and its relation to emotion
and cognition, to ethical questions of its morality and its
significance in shaping society. About the Series: Oxford's
Very Short Introductions series offers concise and original
introductions to a wide range of subjects--from Islam to
Sociology, Politics to Classics, Literary Theory to History, and
Archaeology to the Bible. Not simply a textbook of definitions,
each volume in this series provides trenchant and
provocative--yet always balanced and complete--discussions
of the central issues in a given discipline or field. Every Very
Short Introduction gives a readable evolution of the subject in
question, demonstrating how the subject has developed and
how it has influenced society. Eventually, the series will
encompass every major academic discipline, offering all
students an accessible and abundant reference library.
Whatever the area of study that one deems important or
appealing, whatever the topic that fascinates the general
reader, the Very Short Introductions series has a handy and
affordable guide that will likely prove indispensable.
Gandhi (1869-1948) was one of the few men in history to fight
simultaneously on moral, religious, political, social, economic,
and cultural fronts. During his time as a lawyer in South Africa
he developed his strategy of non-violence: the idea of
opposing unjust laws by non-violent protest, which he made
the basis of his successful struggle against British rule in
India. In this Very Short Introduction to Gandhi's life and
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thought, Bhikhu Parekh outlines both Gandhi's major
philosophical insights and the limitations of his thought. He
looks at Gandhi's cosmocentric anthropology, his spiritual
view of politics, his unique form of liberal communitarianism,
and his theories of oppression, non-violent action, and active
citizenship. He also considers how the success of Gandhi's
principles was limited by his lack of coherent theories of evil,
and of state and power, and how his hostility to modern
civilization impeded his appreciation of its complexity.
Gandhi's life and thought has had an enormous impact both
within and outside India, and he continues to be widely
revered, as one of the greatest moral and political leaders of
the twentieth century. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocketsized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject
quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis,
perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting
and challenging topics highly readable.
Clinical psychology makes a significant contribution to mental
health care across the world. The essence of the discipline is
the creative application of the knowledge base of psychology
to the unique, personal experiences of individuals who are
facing difficulties or changes in their lives. Rather than
addressing such experiences as primarily a medical, political
or legal problem, clinical psychologists approach personal
distress as an unhappy outcome of certain ways of thinking,
behaving and relating, often occurring within difficult social,
cultural or economic circumstances. Clinical psychologists
work with people to try and help them change what is
distressing or concerning them, based on a belief in the value
of the individual to determine what happens to them and on
the importance of using approaches which have been
demonstrated through research to be effective. In this Very
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Short Introduction Susan Llewellyn and Katie Aafjes-van
Doorn provide insights into the world of clinical psychologists
and their clients or patients, and cover the range of domains
of practice, the difficulties tackled, and the approaches and
models used. They consider the challenges and controversies
facing the profession today, and also how it varies across the
globe. Finally, they discuss the key questions surrounding
clinical psychology, such as whether it should compete or
collaborate with psychiatry, how far it is yet another
instrument of social control, what new technology can offer in
the future, and whether clinical psychology can ever really be
considered a science. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocketsized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject
quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis,
perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting
and challenging topics highly readable.
In this Very Short Introduction, Steven Beller explores the
historical and political intricacies of Antisemitism, an issue
which has been a worryingly persistent presence in the last
millennium, and one that continues to provoke debate and
discussion.
Mottier examines the questions around what shapes our
sexuality asking if it is a product of our genes, or of society,
culture or politics. The changing views of sexual norms are
dealt with as are issues surrounding feminism, religion,
eugenics, and HIV / AIDS.
100 years ago, Einstein's theory of relativity shattered the
world of physics. Our comforting Newtonian ideas of space
and time were replaced by bizarre and counterintuitive
conclusions: if you move at high speed, time slows down,
space squashes up and you get heavier; travel fast enough
and you could weigh as much as a jumbo jet, be squashed
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thinner than a CD without feeling a thing - and live for ever.
And that was just the Special Theory. With the General
Theory came even stranger ideas of curved space-time, and
changed our understanding of gravity and the cosmos. This
authoritative and entertaining Very Short Introduction makes
the theory of relativity accessible and understandable. Using
very little mathematics, Russell Stannard explains the
important concepts of relativity, from E=mc2 to black holes,
and explores the theory's impact on science and on our
understanding of the universe. ABOUT THE SERIES: The
Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press
contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area.
These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in
a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
Since its inception, psychoanalysis has been hailed as a
revolutionary theory of how the mind works, and some of its
ideas have inspired art, literature, and film, and become part
of everyday conversation. This title offers a wide-ranging
survey and offers insights into the therapeutic potential of the
psychoanalytic method that Sigmund Freud pioneered. It
shows how ideas about the unconscious have been applied,
sets out various criticisms of the psychoanalytic procedure,
and considers how both practice and theory have evolved
since Freud.
The influence of Aristotle, the prince of philosophers, on the
intellectual history of the West is second to none. In this book
Jonathan Barnes examines Aristotle's scientific researches,
his discoveries in logic and his metaphysical theories, his
work in psychology and in ethics and politics, and his ideas
about art and poetry, placing his teachings in their historical
context. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions
series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of
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titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books
are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our
expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new
ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.
How much faith should we place in what scientists tell us? Is
it possible for scientific knowledge to be fully "objective?"
What, really, can be defined as science? In the second
edition of this Very Short Introduction, Samir Okasha explores
the main themes and theories of contemporary philosophy of
science, and investigates fascinating, challenging questions
such as these. Starting at the very beginning, with a concise
overview of the history of science, Okasha examines the
nature of fundamental practices such as reasoning,
causation, and explanation. Looking at scientific revolutions
and the issue of scientific change, he asks whether there is a
discernible pattern to the way scientific ideas change over
time, and discusses realist versus anti-realist attitudes
towards science. He finishes by considering science today,
and the social and ethical philosophical questions
surrounding modern science. ABOUT THE SERIES: The
Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press
contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area.
These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in
a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
Though he was a prolific writer and an original thinker of vast
erudition, Jung lacked a gift for clear exposition and his ideas
are less widely appreciated than they deserve. In this concise
introduction, Anthony Stevens explains clearly the basic
concepts of Jungian psychology: the collective unconscious,
complex, archetype, shadow, persona, anima, animus, and
the individuation of the Self. He examines Jung's views on
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such disparate subjects as myth, religion, alchemy,
`sychronicity', and the psychology of gender differences, and
he devotes separate chapters to the stages of life, Jung's
theory of psychological types, the interpretation of dreams,
the practice of Jungian analysis, and to the unjust allegation
that Jung was a Nazi sympathizer. Finally, he argues that
Jung's visionary powers and profound spirituality have helped
many to find an alternative set of values to the arid
materialism prevailing in Western society. ABOUT THE
SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every
subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way
to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors
combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.
Was love invented by European poets in the Middle Ages or
is it part of human nature? Will winning the lottery really make
you happy? Is it possible to build robots that have feelings?
These are just some of the intriguing questions explored in
this guide to the latest thinking about the emotions. Drawing
on a wide range of scientific research, from anthropology and
psychology to neuroscience and artificial intelligence,
Emotion: The Science of Sentiment takes the reader on a
fascinating journey into the human heart. ABOUT THE
SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every
subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way
to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors
combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.
Here are the essential ideas of psychoanalytic theory,
including Freud's explanations of such concepts as the Id,
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Ego and Super-Ego, the Death Instinct and Pleasure
Principle, along with classic case studies like that of the Wolf
Man. Adam Phillips's marvellous selection provides an ideal
overview of Freud's thought in all its extraordinary ambition
and variety. Psychoanalysis may be known as the 'talking
cure', yet it is also and profoundly, a way of reading. Here we
can see Freud's writings as readings and listenings,
deciphering the secrets of the mind, finding words for desires
that have never found expression. Much more than this,
however, The Penguin Freud Reader presents a compelling
reading of life as we experience it today, and a way in to the
work of one of the most haunting writers of the modern age.

What is dreaming, and what causes it? Why are dreams
so strange and why are they so hard to remember?
Replacing dream mystique with modern dream science,
J. Allan Hobson provides a new and increasingly
complete picture of how dreaming is created by the
brain. Focusing on dreaming to explain the mechanisms
of sleep, this book explores how the new science of
dreaming is affecting theories in psychoanalysis, and
how it is helping our understanding of the causes of
mental illness. J. Allan Hobson investigates his own
dreams to illustrate and explain some of the fascinating
discoveries of modern sleep science, while challenging
some of the traditionally accepted theories about the
meaning of dreams. He reveals how dreaming maintains
and develops the mind, why we go crazy in our dreams
in order to avoid doing so when we are awake, and why
sleep is not just good for health but essential for life.
ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions
series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of
titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized
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books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject
quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis,
perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
Children's literature takes many forms - works adapted
for children in antiquity, picture books and pop-ups - and
now includes the latest online games and eBooks. This
vast and amorphous subject is both intimately related to
other areas of literary and cultural investigation but also
has its own set of concerns, issues and challenges.
From familiar authors including Beatrix Potter and Roald
Dahl, classic books such as Pooh, Alice in Wonderland,
and The Secret Garden, to modern works including
Harry Potter and the Twilight series, thisVery Short
Introduction provides an overview of the history of
children's literature as it has developed in English, whilst
at the same time introducing key debates, developments,
and figures in the field. Raising questions about what
shape the future of literature for children should take,
and exploring the crossover with adult fiction, Reynolds
shows that writing for children - whether on page or
screen - has participated in shaping and directing ideas
about culture, society and childhood. ABOUT THE
SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from
Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in
almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are
the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly.
Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective,
new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.
"Fully updated new edition"--Label on cover.
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Explores the philosophical notion of love, and argues
that love is more complex than conventional thought
would have us believe.
Some people are cleverer than others. This everyday
observation is the subject of an academic field that is
often portrayed as confused and controversial, when in
fact, the field of intelligence holds some of psychology's
best-replicated findings. This Very Short Introduction
describes what psychologists have discovered about
how and why people differ in their thinking powers.
Drawing on large scale data Ian Deary considers how
many types of intelligence there are, and how
intelligence changes with age. Along the way he tackles
some of the most burning questions surrounding
intelligence, such as whether larger brains are cleverer,
and how genes and environments contribute to people's
intelligence differences. He also considers the new field
of cognitive epidemiology, which draws links between
intelligence and better health, less illness, and longer life,
and asks whether intelligence is increasing. In this new
edition Deary also addresses the controversial question
of whether men and women differ in intelligence.
Throughout he provides a clear description of the data
we can use to answer these questions and more.
ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions
series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of
titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject
quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis,
perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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Consciousness, "the last great mystery for science,"
remains a hot topic. How can a physical brain create our
experience of the world? What creates our identity? Do
we really have free will? Could consciousness itself be
an illusion? Exciting new developments in brain science
are continuing the debates on these issues, and the field
has now expanded to include biologists, neuroscientists,
psychologists, and philosophers. This controversial book
clarifies the potentially confusing arguments, and the
major theories, whilst also outlining the amazing pace of
discoveries in neuroscience. Covering areas such as the
construction of self in the brain, mechanisms of attention,
the neural correlates of consciousness, and the
physiology of altered states of consciousness, Susan
Blackmore highlights our latest findings. ABOUT THE
SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from
Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in
almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are
the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly.
Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective,
new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.
Foucault is one of those rare philosophers who has
become a cult figure. Born in 1926 in France, over the
course of his life he dabbled in drugs, politics, and the
Paris SM scene, all whilst striving to understand the
deep concepts of identity, knowledge, and power. From
aesthetics to the penal system; from madness and
civilisation to avant-garde literature, Foucault was happy
to reject old models of thinking and replace them with
versions that are still widely debated today. A major
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influence on Queer Theory and gender studies (he was
openly gay and died of an AIDS-related illness in 1984),
he also wrote on architecture, history, law, medicine,
literature, politics and of course philosophy, and even
managed a best-seller in France on a book dedicated to
the history of systems of thought. Because of the
complexity of his arguments, people trying to come to
terms with his work have desperately sought introductory
material that makes his theories clear and accessible for
the beginner. Ideally suited for the Very Short
Introductions series, Gary Gutting presents a
comprehensive but non-systematic treatment of some
highlights of Foucault's life and thought. Beginning with a
brief biography to set the social and political stage, he
then tackles Foucault's thoughts on literature, in
particular the avant-garde scene; his philosophical and
historical work; his treatment of knowledge and power in
modern society; and his thoughts on sexuality. ABOUT
THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from
Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in
almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are
the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly.
Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective,
new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.
Psychology is part of everyone's experience: it
influences the way we think about everything from
education and intelligence, to relationships and
emotions, advertising and criminality. People readily
behave as amateur psychologists, offering explanations
for what people think, feel, and do. But what exactly are
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psychologists trying to do? What scientific grounding do
they have for their approach? This book provides an
understanding of some of psychology's leading ideas
and their practical relevance, making it a stimulating
introduction for anyone interested in understanding the
human mind. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press
contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area.
These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get
ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors
combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics
highly readable.
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