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Equity is an abstract concept covering philosophical issues such as fairness and social justice, making its definition and
measurement complex. This volume tackles these complexities head-on. The book is enriched with many empirical
analyses and provides a comprehensive analysis of equity ranging from concepts and measurements to empirical
illustrations and policy implications. After an extensive discussion on equity in the introduction, this volume begins with a
chapter on well-being where the concepts of functioning and capability are discussed. This is followed by a few chapters
on what an equitable distribution is and how equity can be measured. The volume then provides a definition and a
methodology to measure equitable growth, examining the relationship between growth, inequality, and poverty. It also
presents various empirical illustrations and country-specific experiences with three country case studies which assess
whether publicly provided health and education services are equitable in developing Asia, examining the extent to which
these social services favor the poor as well as the policy challenges to a more equitable delivery of these services.
Finally, these country studies provide evidence–based policy recommendations to improve equity in social service
delivery in developing countries. Achieving social equity has long been an important policy goal. There are relatively few
studies on equity. This book aims to help fill this gap with an in-depth analysis of the issues associated with equity,
covering its concept, measurement, and policy practices and implications.
Whether they are in developed or developing nations, all women are susceptible to dying from complications in childbirth.
While some of these complications are unavoidable, many develop during pregnancy and can be prevented or, when
caught in time, treated. These difficulties are often a result of inaccessibility to care, inadequate health services, poor
prenatal screening, and uninformed mothers, among others, that in many cases are a direct consequence of the
mother’s geographical location and economic status. Innovations in Global Maternal Health: Improving Prenatal and
Postnatal Care Practices explores new techniques, tools, and solutions that can be used in a global capacity to support
women during pregnancy, childbirth, and the postpartum period, regardless of their wealth or location. Highlighting a
range of topics such as maternal care models, breastfeeding, and social media and internet health forums, this
publication is an ideal reference source for world health organizations, obstetricians, midwives, lactation consultants,
doctors, nurses, hospital staff, directors, counselors, therapists, academicians, and researchers interested in the latest
practices currently in use that can combat maternal mortality and morbidity and lead to healthier women and newborns.
"The government of Uganda faces a multitude of challenges in the health care arena, from ensuring that health care
services are delivered in the most equitable manner, to structuring the health care delivery system to be most effective, to
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waging campaigns against the leading causes of mortality and morbidity. The government needs the best information
available on existing conditions, in order to devise strategies to successfully meet these challenges." This technical paper
summarizes the results of three research efforts concerning current health care issues in Uganda. Its purpose is to
summarize key actions and identify new challenges. In Part I, "Equity of Access to Health Services in Uganda: The
Effects of Income, Gender, Proximity to Services, and Quality of Care," the author examines a number of factors that
affect access to health services, including quality of services and income. Part II of this technical paper, "Decentralization
of Health Services in Uganda: Moving Toward Improved Delivery of Services," summarizes the key actions that have
been undertaken during the decentralization of Uganda's health sector and identifies challenges that are emerging during
this process. Part III, "Malaria: A Priority Health Problem," summarizes the status of malaria control in Uganda and
highlights some of the key issues that need to be addressed to further strengthen malaria control efforts. This paper
should prove useful to those working in Uganda and in other countries facing similar policy changes, to anticipate the
challenges as they seek to improve the quality of health and other public services.
Present study examines the level and differential in utilization of maternal health care (MCH) services by various socioeconomic and demographic factors with respect to "Janani Suraksha Yojana" scheme. There is a general consciences
that the use of MHC services reduces maternal and child mortality and improve the reproductive health of women. The
considerable variation in maternal and child health in the developing world is believed to partly in the availability of and
access to health services. This study describes the determinants of MHC services utilization and also characteristic of
women who received antenatal care, delivery care and post natal care by various socio-economic characteristic. Result
indicates that determinants of MHC services are not same across states and for different MHC indicators. Place of
residence, women and her spouse's education, economic status has significantly affecting utilization of full ANC delivery
care & post delivery care. Scheme has a strong and positive impact on coverage of antenatal care, natal care and
postnatal care in different socio-economic demographic characteristics of women.
An essential, up-to-date textbook for postgraduate trainees preparing for the EBCOG Fellowship exam.
This paper analyzes the level and trends in inequality of opportunity among Egyptian children during the 2000s. The analysis uses
several tools, including comparison of the distributions of early risks and outcomes across circumstance groups; estimation of the
human opportunity index; measurement of the relative contributions of circumstances to inequality of opportunity; and
decomposition of changes in inequality of opportunity and factors driving them over time. Egypt has made significant progress in
the availability of and access to basic services for children and mothers, in some cases with an overall pro-poor effect. In
particular, appreciable improvements have been made in healthcare utilization before and during pregnancy and immunizations.
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As a result, there has been a decline in inequality of opportunity over the past decade, largely attributable to increased coverage
by basic services rather than through redistributive effects. However, there are areas of persistent and emerging concerns,
including postnatal care utilization, nutrition, and schooling. Nutrition indicators have deteriorated during the 2000s, affecting a
quarter of children regardless of their circumstances. Wide disparities in school enrollment persist, notably at the higher levels.
Large regional disparities in access to basic infrastructure exist, with Upper Egypt and the Frontier Governorates lagging the rest
of the country. Family background, especially parents' education and wealth, and geographic factors are key factors affecting child
development outcomes in Egypt. While interventions targeted at the less advantaged circumstance groups may offer significant
potential for enhancing overall equity in postnatal care utilization and schooling, a more inclusive approach would be needed to
improve child nutrition outcomes.
The legitimacy of any national health system depends on how it serves the interest of the poorest and most vulnerable people. As
such, a commitment to equity should be at the heart of human rights discussions regarding universal health coverage. Human
Rights, Public Values, and Leadership in Healthcare Policy is an essential reference source on the importance of access to timely,
quality, and affordable healthcare, and how overt or implicit discrimination in the delivery of health services violates fundamental
human rights and can have serious health consequences. This publication covers current health-policy debates and reforms that
focus on extending universal health coverage, decreasing the growth of costs through improved efficiency, and expanding
prevention and wellness of programs. While highlighting topics such as authority hierarchy, HIV/AIDS experiences, and veterans’
mental health, this publication is ideally designed for health practitioners/professionals, scholars, researchers, institutions,
students, consultants, and policymakers.
The study of birth defects has assumed an importance even greater now than in the past because mortality rates attributed to
congenital anomalies have declined far less than those for other causes of death, such as infectious and nutritional diseases. It is
estimated that as many as 50% of all pregnancies terminate as miscarriages. In the majority of cases this is the result of faulty
development. Major congenital malformations are found in at least 2% of all liveborn infants, and 22% of all stillbirths and infant
deaths are associated with severe congenital anomalies. Teratological studies of an experimental nature are neither ethical nor
justifiable in humans. Numerous investigations have been carried out in laboratory animals and other experimental models in order
to improve our understanding of abnormal intrauterine development. In less than two decades the field of experimental teratology
has advanced phenomenally. As a result of the wide range of information that is now accumulating, it has become possible to
obtain an insight into the causes, mechanisms, and prevention of birth defects. However, considerable work will be needed before
these problems can be resolved. The comributions in this volume include some of the more recent and exciting observations on
the cellular and molecular aspects of developmental defects. It is not only a documentation of the latest experimental work, but it
also indicates new and important areas for future research.
This book is a collection of analyses of the social determinants of health that impact on specific health conditions. Stemming from
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the recommendations of the Commission on Social Determinants of Health, promising interventions to improve health equity are
presented for the areas of: alcohol-related disorders, cardiovascular diseases, child health and nutrition, diabetes, food safety,
maternal health, mental health, neglected tropical diseases, oral health, pregnancy outcomes, tobacco and health, tuberculosis,
and violence and injuries. The book was commissioned by the Department of Ethics, Equity, Trade and Human Rights as part of
the work undertaken by the Priority Public Health Conditions Knowledge Network of the Commission on Social Determinants of
Health, in collaboration with 16 of the major public health programmes of WHO. In addition to this, through collaboration with the
Special Programme of Research, Development and Research Training in Human Reproduction, the Special Programme for
Research and Training in Tropical Diseases, and the Alliance for Health Policy and Systems Research, 13 case studies were
commissioned to examine the implementation challenges in addressing social determinants of health in low-and middle-income
settings.
Annotation Introduced in Bolivia a little over a decade ago, social funds have become a key community-led poverty reduction tool.
The social fund model has proved to be a dynamic, replicable approach, easily adapted and scaled up in diverse countries around
the world. This study is the first systematic cross-country impact evaluation of social funds using survey data and accepted
evaluation methodologies.
Social Work in Public Health and Hospitals explores a variety of issues related to social work in hospital settings as well as the
public policy concerns that guide them. Topics discussed include hospital stays for the elderly, identifying postnatal depression
during well-child visits, breast-feeding and awareness of health recommendations, maternal health services in Nigeria, children
living with parents with HIV and AIDS, patients’ rights in hospitals, harm reduction in hospitals, and more. The book also looks at
public health services at rural and community clinics, at university hospitals, and at doctors’ offices.
Malnutrition - especially, the stunting of children under five - is arguably Ecuador's biggest development challenge. Like other
Andean countries (such as Peru and Bolivia), Ecuador has a persistently high stunting rate, well above what would be expected
given its middle income status. Even more worrying, over the last decade, the trend reduction has virtually stopped. The study
supports the development of a more coherent and effective nutrition strategy in Ecuador through an analysis of the main nutrition
issues, based on in-depth statistical analysis of a large new household survey dataset (ENDEMAIN 2004) and other data sources,
together with a review of qualitative evidence regarding behavioral and program-access obstacles to improved nutritional
outcomes. It also reviews the existing programs and policies which aim to improve nutritional outcomes, considered the available
evidence on the efficiency, effectiveness, targeting and inter-programmatic coherence of the programs and projects reviewed and
suggests an agenda for policy discussions to improve these outcomes.
"The heated Malthusian-Bosrupian debates still rage over consequences of high population growth, rapid urbanization, dense rural
populations and young age structures in the face of drought, poverty, food insecurity, environmental degradation, climate change,
instability and the global economic crisis. However, while facile generalizations about the lack of demographic change and lack of
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progress in meeting the MDGs in sub-Saharan Africa are commonplace, they are often misleading and belie the socio-cultural
change that is occurring among a vanguard of more educated youth. Even within Ethiopia, the second largest country at the
Crossroads of Africa and the Middle East, different narratives emerge from analysis of longitudinal, micro-level analysis as to how
demographic change and responses are occurring, some more rapidly than others. The book compares Ethiopia with other Africa
countries, and demonstrates the uniqueness of an African-type demographic transition: a combination of poverty-related negative
factors (unemployment, disease, food insecurity) along with positive education, health and higher age-of-marriage trends that are
pushing this ruggedly rural and land-locked population to accelerate the demographic transition and stay on track to meet most of
the MDGs. This book takes great care with the challenges of inadequate data and weak analytical capacity to research this
incipient transition, trying to unravel some of the complexities in this vulnerable Horn of Africa country: A slowly declining
population growth rates with rapidly declining child mortality, very high chronic under-nutrition, already low urban fertility but still
very high rural fertility; and high population-resource pressure along with rapidly growing small urban places”
This book is a printed edition of the Special Issue "Nutrition and Diet Factors in Type 2 Diabetes" that was published in Nutrients
The overall objective of this thesis is to investigate factors that influence the utilization of maternal services, infant feeding and
postpartum contraception practices in rural Vietnam. Field studies were carried out in a rural district of Thanh Hoa, a province
located in North Central Vietnam. Willingness-to-pay for maternal preferences was measured in a sample of 200 postpartum and
196 pregnant women, as well as 196 men using the payment card technique. An association was found between satisfaction with
the quality of maternal services and willingness-to-pay. There were no significant differences in willingness-to-pay values between
prenatal and postpartum groups, and between male and female subjects. The feasibility, reliability and validity of a 20-item scale
for measuring perceived quality of maternal services provided at commune health centres, were examined based on a sample of
200 postpartum and 196 pregnant women. The instrument was found to have good inter-rater reliability and internal consistency.
Maternal status of clients (prenatal vs. postnatal) was found to influence the perceived quality of maternal services. Determinants
of the utilization of maternal services at the primary health care level were investigated in a sample of 200 postpartum women
together with sixteen focus group discussions and 16 in-depth interviews. The results showed that client-perceived quality of
services and socio-cultural, and economic factors, rather than geographical access, could affect the utilization of maternal
services. Factors affecting infant feeding practices were measured in a longitudinal study of 463 women at weeks one, 16 and 24
postpartum. Within the first week after delivery, the initiation and exclusive breastfeeding rates were relatively high at 98.3% and
83.6% respectively, but the premature introduction of complementary food was a great concern.
This book describes current research in modelling nutrient use in farm animals, from cellular to ecosystem level. The chapters are
developed from papers presented at a satellite meeting of the 9th International Symposium on Ruminant Physiology, held in South
Africa in October 1999.Excellent papers from a top list of contributorsEditors of great reputationCovers the current topics of
interest
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Handbook of Internal Migration in India is an inter-disciplinary, multi-faceted and thought-provoking book on internal migrants and their
dynamics among the states in India. The first of its kind, this handbook provides novel information on processes, trends, determinants,
differentials and dynamics of internal migration and its inter-linkages with individuals, families, economy and society. Most of the chapters
have been written by scholars of repute who have spent their lifetime working on migration and the factors associated with it. This handbook
is an attempt to address the lacunae in internal migration studies using both big data, such as Indian censuses, National Sample Surveys,
India Human Development Surveys and Kerala Migration Surveys, and micro-level data collected by enthusiastic researchers in most parts of
India to explore the unknown facets of internal migration. This book employs interdisciplinary and mixed methods to examine issues such as
climate change, gender, urbanization, caste/tribe, religion, politics and emergence of migration policies. It addresses the crucial question as
to why temporary and short-term migration continues to be an important livelihood strategy for millions of migrants thereby having an
everlasting impact on the sociopolitical and economic structure of the country.
This book reveals the conditions of utilization of antenatal and postnatal services by the rural women in most populated province (Punjab) of
Pakistan. What are the socio-economic and demographic factors that affect the utilization of these services. The results are quite promising
regarding the awareness of the rural women and men for the importance of maternal and neonatal health. The role of doctors, para-medical
staff and of media is quite important in boosting the utilization of maternal health care services.
Maternal and child-health and health education are three major concerns of public health organisations and researchers throughout the world.
Health education for mothers is a strategy many countries have adopted to improve maternal and child-health. This study was carried out in
Uganda with the objective of exploring the factors influencing the utilisation of postnatal services at Mulago and Mengo hospitals, a
government and private hospital.
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