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Through an examination of such topics as city charters, city planning texts, neighborhood
organizations, municipal recreation programs, urban government reforms, urban identity, and
fair housing campaigns, the authors offer insight into the process through which ideas about
the nature of the city have affected action in the urban environment."--BOOK JACKET.

This book introduces community planning as practiced in the United States, focusing on
the comprehensive plan. Sometimes known by other names—especially master plan or
general plan—the type of plan described here is the predominant form of general
governmental planning in the U.S. Although many government agencies make plans for
their own programs or facilities, the comprehensive plan is the only planning document
that considers multiple programs and that accounts for activities on all land located
within the planning area, including both public and private property. Written by a former
president of the American Planning Association, Community Planning is thorough,
specific, and timely. It addresses such important contemporary issues as sustainability,
walkable communities, the role of urban design in public safety, changes in housing
needs for a changing population, and multi-modal transportation planning. Unlike
competing books, it addresses all of these topics in the context of the local
comprehensive plan. There is a broad audience for this book: planning students,
practicing planners, and individual citizens who want to better understand local planning
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and land use controls. Boxes at the end of each chapter explain how professional
planners and individual citizens, respectively, typically engage the issues addressed in
the chapter. For all readers, Community Planning provides a pragmatic view of the
comprehensive plan, clearly explained by a respected authority.

The contributors in this volume address the fundamental relationship between the
state and its citizens, and among the people themselves. Discussion centers on a
recent decision by the United States Supreme Court in the case of Kelo v. City of
New London. This case involved the use of eminent domain power to acquire
private property for purposes of transferring it by the State to another private
party that would make "better" economic use of the land. This type of state action
has been identified as an "economic development taking". In the Kelo case, the
Court held that the action was legal within provisions of the US Constitution but
the opinion was contentious among some of the Justices and has been met with
significant negative outcry from the public. The Kelo case and the public debate
arising in its aftermath give cause to assess the legal landscape related to the
ability of government to fairly balance the tension between private property and
the public interest. The tension and the need to successfully strike a balance are
not unique to any one country or any one political system. From the United
States to the United Kingdom, to the People's Republic of China, property and its
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legal regulation are of prime importance to matters of economic development and
civic institution building. The Kelo decision, therefore, explores a rich set of legal
principles with broad applicability.
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